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Letterf ro m theDue ctor

Dear Reader

As | write this foreword, the Centre is buzzing with
activity. We have just welcomed our new visitors for
the Michaelmas term. Professor Jan Klabbers has
taken up the Whewell Professorship and delivered the
first Friday lecture to a full house. We were delighted
to welcome to the Centre both Professor Klabbers and
Professor Joan Donoghue, Arthur Goodhart Visiting
Professor in Legal Science at the Faculty of Law.

As always, we have a busy events programme. The
events for the term are detailed in the pages that
follow. Personal highlights include the second of our
‘In conversation’ series, with Professor Donoghue

and Sir Christopher Greenwood, as well as the Eli Lauterpacht lecture, to be delivered by Santiago
Villalpando, Legal Adviser and Director of the Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs at

UNESCO.

You are warmly invited to attend one of the Centre’s events, whether in person or online. | wish you a

good term ahead.
Sandesh Sivakumaran

Director
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Tributes to Lady Catherine Lauterpacht (1938 - 2024) Conan, you represent a legacy of warmth and a wonderful ability to bring out the best in others.
Influence and legacy don’t have to be either positional nor visible to be powerful. Cathy’s steady,
Prof Sandesh Sivakumaran, Centre Director kindly presence and generosity of spirit matched Eli’s heart for people - and helped establish the
culture that makes this Centre so welcoming and so influential.
Lady Lauterpacht — Cathy to many — was terrific at bringing
people together and fostering the sense of community at the
Centre and beyond. She and Sir Eli would invite colleagues
and their families over to their home. And she would pop into
the Centre for coffee and a chat with colleagues and visitors
alike. She was also the ideal dinner companion — interested in
art and literature, full of stories, good humour, and interested in
the goings on at the Centre.

You are probably familiar with the saying “People may not remember what you say or do, but they
never forget how you made them feel.” That is why Cathy will be so fondly remembered by those who
knew her.

Cathy Lauterpacht: reminiscences by Lesley Dingle, Honorary Fellow
Cathy made many, and often understated, contributions to

the Centre over several decades. Contributions which are
incredibly important but often go unseen.

| first met Cathy in 1997 when | visited Eli at Herschel Road to talk about library provision. As |
stood at the front door, | could see Cathy at her easel painting. It was an arresting and unexpected

introduction to their lovely home which they shared with their little dogs Grotius & Puffendorf.
As some of you will know, Cathy had a particular interest in

nature. Karen Fachechi thus had the terrific idea to plant the
‘Catherine rose’ in memory of Cathy. It is a mark of our respect

Over the next few years, | came to know her quite well particularly
during the course of my Eminent Scholars interviews with Eli in 2008.

for Cathy and in appreciation of her many contributions. Lady Catherine Lauterpacht She was always hospitable and gracious, on one occasion, during an

interview, offering sustenance as she called it — sparkling wine and
Although small now, much like the Centre was some 40 years ago; with time, the rose will no doubt olives on a silver tray. | believe that these interviews formed the basis
form a much-appreciated part of the Centre’s gardens, just as Cathy is for the Centre, and the Centre of our relationship.

is for the international law ecosystem.

After Eli died, | used to visit more frequently. On one occasion she
invited me when her sister- in- law and niece from Ireland were
visiting and we enjoyed a congenial afternoon at the kitchen table.

A Tribute to Cathy Lauterpacht: Dr John Barker, Centre Fellow She always remained close to her family.

| am reminded of a time when former Vice-Chancellor Sir David Williams and his wife Lady Williams Cathy had been very supportive of Eli's career and participated

toured the world for the University. He would often speak at alumni dinners and receive lavish and fully in their rich social and professional life. She became friends

effusive introductions. So, he would sometimes begin by remarking “Behind every successful man is with many of his associates, confidantes and employees. She

an astonished woman.” consequently had a wide and diverse circle of fascinating contacts.
This made for lively, stimulating and wonderful conversation. She was

I’'m not sure that Cathy could have been described as astonished or even in the background, an astute observer of situations, motives and circumstances. And one

because she was very much a part of Team Lauterpacht, very much at Eli’s right hand, journeying of her most endearing qualities was her frankness.

with him both figuratively and literally.

It was at this summer reception a year ago (19 June 2024) that Cathy
again mentioned her iliness which she had battled courageously for
several years. For the first time she said she was not afraid to die —
proof once more of her courage.

Anyone who has read that remarkable chronicle of Eli’s
life that Gabby compiled, cannot fail to see both the
evidence and impact of Cathy’s insight and influence.
She could size up situations and people swiftly in a
no-nonsense way and sum up situations and people
with a wry comment. Crucially, though, she never took
herself too seriously. During one Christmas party, she
arrived sporting the most fetching green hair and clearly
revelled in seeing people’s reaction.

The last seven years without Eli were a struggle for Cathy. She
missed him terribly. But she battled on stoically, uncomplaining to the
end.

Speaking personally, | miss Cathy. As | look around, | reflect that last
year she would have been here amongst us. This year we can only
reminisce about her. How inestimably sad.

Like Eli, she was a kind person and welcomed people of
all ages into the Lauterpacht household, making them
feel very much at ease. Some of us here are members
of a large group of people who are better off for having
known her, especially of course Eli and the family.

Lesley Dingle at the Centre’s
summer garden party 2025

Left to right: Gabriel Cox, John Barker and Cathy
at the Centre’s Christmas dinner in 2019 ...cont’d
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But that vision - and the Centre, especially while Eli was Director - was also shaped by Cathy

in ways that continue to resonate today. The strong sense of community and opportunity, of
friendship and homeliness that is associated with the Centre, which has been nurtured by
successive Directors, originated in large part because of Cathy and her support of the Centre —
her influence in the early years helping, with Eli, to set the tone and the environment of the Centre.

A Tribute to Cathy Lauterpacht: Dr Andrew Sanger

| first met Cathy on my second visit to Hershel Road. The last
time | was there | had had a nerve-wracking interview with Eli. |
remember her answering the door saying, “You must be Andrew”
and then, before | knew what was happening, | had my second
interview. Within minutes, she knew about Becky (my wife),
where | lived, what | had studied, that | enjoyed reading, what |
was planning on doing in the coming years and how | took my
tea/coffee.

In this sense, the Lauterpacht Centre is a testament to three Lauterpachts, all of whom have
contributed towards making Cambridge an incredibly inspiring, stimulating and welcoming place
for international lawyers. The reason why so many of us and so many people around the world
think of the Centre so fondly and as a home, not just a place of work.

— A memorial service for Lady Cathy Lauterpacht was held on 19 September 2025 at Trinity College
Turning to head along the corridor to the kitchen, she called out Chapel, Cambridge.

saying that coffee and biscuits would arrive soon, but - and she ~ Sir Eli Lauterpacht with Andrew Sanger in 2012

was emphatic about this — Eli was not to have any of the biscuits!

When | think back to my time working in their house, something that comes to mind is Cathy’s
relationship with Eli. It was spirited, fun and intellectually engaging. She was in every respect his
equal, if not his superior, and this left a strong impression on me.

At times, when | stayed for dinner, and conversation (inevitably) turned to the political issue of the
day, Cathy and Eli would engage in debate and discussion in a way that showed not just that they
were equals and perfectly suited, but - and | hope | am not talking out of turn - that a core part of their
relationship was an intellectual respect and love, and a natural curiosity and enjoyment from exploring
ideas. It was wonderful to witness this intellectual sparing — the two of them enjoying the back and
forth. This appeared to be such a core and central part of their relationship.

Cathy had this remarkable ability to manage a room of people in a way that ensured everyone felt Sir Eli and Lady Cathy in 2009 Sir Eli and Lady Cathy in 2014 Lady Cathy in 2018
part of what was happening - everyone felt involved - but also made it seem like someone else was
the central focus, often Eli. She was a great conversationalist, not least because she took a genuine
interest in people — would ask lots of questions — would give you her time and always made you feel
like she enjoyed your company. She was a force - deeply engaged in you and everything around her;
in Eli’'s career, in Eli’'s colleagues; in Eli’s students — | felt in me, and my wife. She made you feel like
you mattered.

It was clear that Cathy was central to international law at Herschel Road. She also cared deeply about
the Centre and its community. She would always ask how things were going, about the garden, about
coffee mornings and Friday lectures, what | was doing in my work, about the state of the field and
what people thought generally.

Whenever | would sit next to her at lectures, she would ask me what | thought about the lecture
afterwards — often connecting it back to another lecture, to an example in the news or to someone
connected to Eli's work at the Centre. It was clear that she loved the Centre and the environment it
provided for those there and that - before | knew her - she had spent much time there.

People | meet in the field around the world talk about legendary pizza parties at Herschel Road,
hosted really by Cathy, and about being invited there for drinks and dinner. She would put on food for

everyone — whole groups of Eli’'s PhDs students and research assistants. .
In mamory of Lady Cachering Lavterpachs (1538 - DI74)

Friarsd mnd sopponier of the Camrs since ks foundation

Following James Crawford’s initiative, the Centre was named after, and is now associated with, both
Hersch and Eli Lauterpacht. It was, of course, founded by and continues to be so deeply reflective of
Eli’s vision not just of international law but what a community of international lawyers should be.

The ‘Catherine Rose’in the Lauterpacht Centre Garden
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Interview with...

Prof Jan Klabbers

Whewell Professor of International Law

The Whewell Professorship was established in 1868 by

the 19th-century scientist and moral philosopher, William
Whewell who was master of Trinity College, Cambridge. The
professorship is one of the world’s pre-eminent Chairs in the
field. Over the last century, the Chair has been held by public
international lawyers of rare distinction, including Sir Hersch
Lauterpacht, Sir Robert Jennings, Sir Derek Bowett, Prof
James Crawford and Prof Eyal Benvenisti.

Prof Jan Klabbers took up the position of Whewell Professor
on 1 October 2025, and is based at the Lauterpacht Centre for
International Law.

A very warm welcome, Jan! We are delighted to have you join us!

What’s your background in international law?

My name is Jan Klabbers, and | am a Dutch national born in 1963. | grew up near Nijmegen, in a small
hamlet really in the Catholic part of the Netherlands and studied international law and political science
at the University of Amsterdam. There | also started teaching (in 1990) and defended my doctoral
thesis, The Concept of Treaty in International Law (1996) (note: in those days it was not uncommon

to only start a PhD project after several years of teaching — which is what | did). A few months after
defending the thesis | was offered a position at the University of Helsinki, where | have been since. |
am a divorced father of two (but happily dating!) who counts running (well, slowly jogging, these days),
cooking and traveling amongst his hobbies.

How did you become interested in international law?

| always had an interest in international matters. As a working class kid with a limited horizon, my 5
year old self wanted to be a truck driver when he grew up: this would obviously allow for international
trips. A few years later, professional football player was the dream, for similar reasons. Sadly, a distinct
lack of talent held me back. As a kid | was a voracious reader, often taking out books on international
affairs from the local library. So, after high school, it seemed obvious | should study ‘something
international’; the first choice then was for political science, where after the first year | could specialize
in International Relations. In doing so, | had to take a minor in international law and fell in love: so next
to the political science, | also graduated in international law, and have never looked back really.

What areas of international law do you specialize in?
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| try to be something of a generalist still. While this is increasingly difficult, having written — and
regularly updating - an undergraduate textbook definitely helps. But it is nonetheless fair to say
that most of my work addresses either the law of treaties or the law of international organizations,
perhaps mostly the latter. The generalist orientation perhaps also plays out in having written on
topics not at the heart of public international law: | have co-edited several works on what is perhaps
best seen as applied legal theory (albeit with an international flavour); | have written a number of
things on the external relations law of the EU; and in 2022 published a monograph on virtue ethics
and global governance.

What are your current areas of research?

Currently most of my time goes to finalizing a project, sponsored by the European Research
Council, on international organizations and their relations to the private sector. In addition to some
doctrinal work (mostly done by an excellent team of post-doctoral researchers), the ambition

is to see what happens when we no longer (as is traditionally the case) think of international
organizations as only connected to their member states, but also as having legally relevant relations
with the private sector: what does the tension between ‘mission’ and ‘market’ entail for international
organizations and the legal frameworks in which they are embedded?

What are you looking forward to the most about being in Cambridge and at the Lauterpacht Centre?

Oh, there is a lot. There is the change of scenery in itself - the idea of leaving behind a very
comfortable comfort zone. And then there is the prospect of working with wonderful colleagues
(some of them | have come to know quite well over the years) and intelligent and motivated students
at all levels. It is probably the possibility of inspiring intellectual contact which carries most of the
allure: | like the world of books, and in that world Cambridge University and the Lauterpacht Centre
occupy a very special place.

What book is currently on your bedside table?

There are two (which is fairly rare: usually there are more...). One is a study by an Oxford-based

IR scholar on the performance of international organizations; the other is the novel Love by English
novelist Angela Carter. There is no particular reason for the latter, except that it came recommended
by a close personal friend.
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Fellows’ News

Fabian Eichberger was awarded the ASIL Dispute Resolution Interest
Group Prize for Best Article in International Dispute Resolution 2025.

Fabian's winning article 'Informal Communications to the International
Court of Justice in Cases of Non-appearance' was published in The
Law and Practice of International Courts and Tribunals, Volume 22,
2023.

In his article, Dr Eichberger addresses the increased non-appearance
of respondent States before the International Court of Justice and
openness of the Court to accepting informal communications from
non-appearing States. The paper examines the implications of the
Court's practice to date, highlighting key issues of procedural fairness and impacts for the Court's
legitimacy.

Fabian's PhD thesis was awarded a Thesis Award 2024 by the Christian-Fiammengo-Memorial
Foundation (1st Prize) and another a Dissertation Award by the Roman Herzog Institute (3rd
Prize, 2025). Both are inter-disciplinary in nature.

The Roman Herzog Institute is a Munich-based think tank focussed on the topics of values,
leadership and the future. Each year, the Institute awards prizes to three early-career researchers
whose work contributes to the social and economic foundations of Germany.

On 13 February, Tor Krever spoke at the Oxford
Union in support of the proposition “This House
has No Confidence in the International Courts”.

Other speakers included the human rights lawyer
Robert Amsterdam, Professor Tom Ginsburg from
the University of Chicago, Stephen Rapp, former
US Ambassador-at-Large for war crimes issues,
Dame Eleanor Sharpston KC, former Advocate
General at the European Court of Justice, and
Professor Robert Spano, former President of the
European Court of Human Rights.

. Photo credit: Oxford Union
Tor also convened a symposium at the Centre on

The Juridification of Justice on 29 - 30 April 2025.

What role can law play in struggles for justice? How should social movements engage with and
mobilise law to achieve emancipatory change? And what are the limits or even costs of doings
so? The symposium grappled with these questions in various contexts, from political resistance
in Palestine to struggles for housing rights in Cape Town, and asked what is at stake when
demands for justice are increasingly articulated in the language of law and legality. The event
was supported by Girton College and CRASSH.
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Campbell McLachlan's latest book, “On the Interface between Public and
Private International Law” was published by Brill on 14 August 2025.

Our understanding of the operation of law beyond the nation State has been
deeply shaped by two great disciplines: public and private international law.
Yet surprisingly little systematic attention has been devoted to the relationship D S T
between the two. The public—private divide operates to separate the law that
is concerned with the exercise of political power by States and the policy
choices that we make for public purposes—the domain of public international
law—from the exercise of economic power by corporations, regulated largely - Te—
by private international law. In this first panoptic survey of the relation between
the two fields, McLachlan argues that the neglect of this interface is highly consequential for our
understanding of law’s capacity to control the State and the corporation. Both are constructs of the
law. But the function of law is not merely to empower and clothe these artifical persons with legal
authority; it is also to impose legal responsibility, where the exercise of power gives rise to a breach
and causes injury to others. Only by placing these two great systems side-by-side, can we see
clearly where that responsibility lies and the necessary development of the law.

Rumiana Yotova delivered the 6th Annual Heilbron Lecture for the Next 100 Years Project in the Old
Bailey in London on the topic 'Creation: The Human and Humanity in the Age of New Technologies'.

The lecture delved into the legal and ethical dilemmas posed by genome editing and emerging
biotechnologies. She explored how new technologies like CRISPR Cas9 allow us not just to create
life, but to shape the very essence of humanity and considered that while gene editing offers

hope for curing genetic diseases, it also raises concerns about unintended consequences, ethical
boundaries, and unequal access.

Dr Yotova was an invited speaker at the ESIL Annual Conference in 2024 where she talked about
‘Updating the Framework for Implementing Human Rights in the Face of New Technologies’.

Dr Yotova took part in a workshop on Global Corporations and International Law addressing the
topic of 'Global Corporations in International Biomedical Law'. Dr Yotova co-authored a book
chapter ‘Beyond the Moral Appeal of Bioethics: International Human Rights Law as the Basis for the
International Governance in Biomedical Science” with Andrea Boggio that was published in E Dove,
V Rahimzadew and M Beauvais (eds) Promoting the ‘Human’ in Law, Policy, and Medicine: Essays
in Honour of Prof Bartha Knoppers (Brill, 2024).

Dr Yotova is pictured with Baroness Shami Chakrabarti and Dana Denis-Smith OBE, and Sheriff
Gregory Jones KC at the 6th Annual Heilbron Lecture Photo credit: Marcus Jamieson-Pond and
Next 100 Years Project.
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Prof Surabhi Ranganathan awarded Max Planck-Humboldt Research Award 2025

Prof Surabhi Ranganathan, Deputy-Director of the Centre, has been awarded the prestigious
Max Planck-Humboldt Research Award 2025, a prize of 1.5 million euros. The award recognizes
her groundbreaking work on ocean governance and the law of the sea, particularly its political
challenges. The award ceremony will take place in Berlin on 2 December 2025.

The Max Planck-Humboldt Research Award is a joint initiative of the Max Planck Society and

the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. It is given to outstanding international researchers for
their exceptional academic achievements. Supported by the Federal Ministry of Education and
Research, the award alternates between the natural and engineering sciences, life sciences, and
the humanities and social sciences.

Sir Elihu Lauterpacht posthumously receives the Collar Degree of the Order of
Timor-Leste

Dr Andrew Sanger

On 19 September 2025, the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste, His Excellency Kay Rala Xanana
Gusmao, presented the Collar Degree of the Order of Timor-Leste to Sir Elihu Lauterpacht
posthumously for his work in defending the rights of the Timorese people, notably in the Questions
relating to the Seizure and Detention of Certain Documents and Data (Timor-Leste v Australia) case
before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and in the Timor Sea Arbitration. Sir Eli's appearance
in this case, in which Timor-Leste successfully secured an Order of Provisional Measures, was his

last before the ICJ, marking the end of a truly distinguished career in international litigation that ran to

The race for ocean resources

Prof Ranganathan's research focuses on the growing competition for deep-sea resources, like
the manganese nodules found in the Clarion-Clipperton Zone between Hawaii and Mexico. These
nodules are rich in manganese, nickel, copper, cobalt, and rare earth elements, making them
highly valuable to the electronics and energy industries. Currently, the international law of the

sea successfully protects this sensitive deep-sea ecosystem from exploitation by commercial
companies.

An interdisciplinary approach to International Law

For Prof Ranganathan, the race for these resources is a lens through which to examine
international law, geopolitical interests, and the lingering effects of colonization. A lawyer currently
researching at the University of Cambridge, she has spent years studying the legal frameworks of
deep-sea mining, global competition, and fair collaboration. Her work also explores the libertarian
ideals found within modern economic systems.

Her unique, interdisciplinary approach - combining international law with history and political
science - was noted as being exceptionally novel, timely, and highly relevant to society.

With the prize money, Prof Ranganathan plans to launch a project called "Ways of Worldmaking:
The Global South and the (Re)lmagination of Global Ocean Governance". In collaboration with
HU Berlin and the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law in

Heidelberg, the project will re-examine the law of the sea from a global perspective, with a focus on

decolonization.

"I am grateful and excited to have this opportunity to call
attention to contemporary and historical currents of creative
legal intellection and worldmaking in regions around the
Indian Ocean. Much of the prize money will go towards
establishing post-doctoral fellowships in Berlin, and | look
forward to advertising these next spring."
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over six decades.

In his address, the Prime Minister referred to
Sir Eli as a ‘towering figure of international

law’ — ‘a scholar, a practitioner and a builder of
institutions’, with a ‘legacy [that is] unparalleled’,
and that he was ‘fearless in defending the rights
of the Timorese people’.

The ceremony was held in Stationers’ Hall in
London. The Order of Timor-Leste, awarded

by Presidential Decree No 39/2025 (José
Ramos-Horta), is the highest honour that can

be bestowed by Timor-Leste. It recognises
exceptional contributions to the nation, its people,
and humanity.

Professor Vaughan Lowe KC, previously a Fellow
of the Lauterpacht Centre was also awarded the

Collar of the Order of Timor at the ceremony, as
was Sir Michael Wood KC, Honorary Fellow of
the Centre, earlier in May 2025.

| am very grateful to the Lauterpacht Family for
inviting me to attend the ceremony to receive
the Order of Timor-Leste on behalf of Sir Eli. It
was a great privilege to assist him in the Timor-
Leste case: in addition to being a very generous
mentor, | learnt an enormous amount and will
never forget the experience. It was wonderful
to hear about the significant impact that the
case—and subsequent maritime boundary
negotiations—had on Timor-Leste. The Centre
and | are very grateful to the whole Lauterpacht
Family for the generosity and support.

2nd Left: Prof Vaughan Lowe KC; 3rd Left: Dr Andrew Sanger and 2nd Right: Sir Michael Wood KC
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BRC/ICRC Customary International Humanitarian Law Project

The research team working on the Customary International Humanitarian Law Project of the British
Red Cross and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) enjoyed a successful term. The
project has been hosted at the Lauterpacht Centre since its start in 2007.

The project provides geographically
representative information in the field of
international humanitarian law (IHL) by up-
dating the practice part of the ICRC’s award-
winning online Customary IHL Database. The
Database contains the 161 rules of customary
IHL identified in the ICRC’s 2005 seminal
Study and the practice related to these rules.
Its aim is to provide accurate and extensive
information in the field of customary IHL and

to make this information readily accessible
online. The Database covers national practice of
States from all over the world, from Afghanistan
to Zimbabwe, as well as practice found in
international materials.

In May 2025, the database was updated with
new practice from two States: Uganda for the
years 2011-2017, and Panama for the years
2003-2019. While the practice section continues
to make worldwide practice available in English,
since December 2019, the rules section of the
database has been available in six additional

languages: Arabic, Chinese, French, Portuguese,
Russian and Spanish.

The research team also engaged in several
dissemination activities: a presentation to the
University of Cambridge British Red Cross
Student Society; a presentation delivered during
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Consortium’s
Long Night of Research in May, as well as

a presentation at the Young Researchers
Workshop on Revisiting Customary International
Law: The ICRC Study at 20, organized by the
Universities of Bochum and Cologne. These
events presented valuable opportunities

to promote the Database and the Study to
colleagues in the Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement, and the academic community.

The team continues to enjoy being a part of

the Lauterpacht Centre, contributing to its
marketplace of ideas, as well as benefitting from
the wide expertise of its members, and looks
forward to another term ahead.

Left to Right: Antoana Nedyalkova, Carlos Juliano Simées-Ferreira, Harriet Macey
and Andrea Farrés-Jiménez
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Centre holds third International Law & Arbitration executive course

After the success of the first and second courses on international investment law and arbitration
held in September 2018 and May 2019, the Centre hosted the third executive education course in
March 2025 in cooperation with the University of Vienna. Professors Jorge Vifiuales and Michael

Waibel served as co-directors of the course.

This five-day programme provided an advanced
introduction to international investment law

in the context of public international law

and practice. From 24 - 28 March 2025, 12
participants learned from Cambridge Law and
Judge Business School faculty and leading
practitioners. Instructors included Prof Campbell
McLachlan, Dr Federica Paddeu, Dr Rumiana
Yotova, Brooks Daly, Matthew Weiniger KC,
Sophie Lamb KC, Wendy Miles KC, and Michelle
Bradfield. The 12 experienced participants came
from Asia, the Americas, Europe and the UK.

Investment arbitration raises challenges distinct
from those raised in other forms of international
dispute settlement, including complex questions
of how to value assets and how to develop and

position an arbitration practice in a highly

competitive arbitration market. This course

is designed to equip practitioners to master
procedural and substantive aspects that arise

in investment arbitrations. Over the course of
the week, participants developed a thorough
grounding in the central substantive treatment
standards and procedural aspects of investment
arbitration.

Alongside six hours of interactive seminars each
day at the Lauterpacht Centre, participants had
the opportunity to get to know the instructors
and fellow participants. In addition to punting

on the river Cam, and a ‘Fish & Chip’ supper at
a famous Cambridge pub, the Centre hosted a
welcome dinner at Clare College and a course
dinner at Jesus College.

T B 1 _': ll | |
a ll ﬁ ¢

Course patrticipants 2025
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Investment Law and Arbitration

A five-day advanced training in international investment law and arbitration.
Monday 23 - Friday 27 March 2026

Programme Summary

International investment law has become a major area of international dispute settlement. The law on
international investments and arbitration has attracted much attention recently, and saw a number of
important developments that will leave their mark in the years to come.

Investment arbitration raises challenges distinct from those raised in other forms of international
dispute settlement, including complex questions of how to value assets and how to develop and
position an arbitration practice in a highly competitive arbitration market. At the end of the five days,
participants will be equipped with a unique background in the substantive, procedural and strategic
aspects of bringing or defending an investment arbitration.

This five-day programme provides an advanced introduction to international investment law in
the context of public international law and practice focusing on recent developments. It offers
the opportunity to learn from Cambridge law and business school academics, as well as leading
practitioners drawn from major law firms and barristers’ chambers. It is designed both for junior
practitioners who are developing a practice in international investment law and for more senior
lawyers who wish to re-orient themselves to investment arbitration. Participants will receive a
certificate of participation on successful completion of the course.

Who is the Programme for?
Whether for lawyers in private practice, in government departments, or in-house counsel, a thorough
understanding of the building blocks of international investment law and how it is embedded in

general international law is becoming increasingly important.

» Lawyers in private practice who are developing a practice in international investment arbitration, and

who seek to consolidate their knowledge of international investment law and general international law.

* In-house counsel or government lawyers working on investment arbitrations.
» Lawyers in private practice who aspire to expand their practice to include investment arbitration (e.g.
lawyers specialised in commercial law or international commercial arbitration).

Topics

* Treaty interpretation: the VCLT framework and specificities in investment arbitration
* Business strategy for your arbitration practice

« Jurisdiction and admissibility; parallel proceedings

* Procedural Choices

» Expropriation and non-discrimination; fair and equitable treatment

* The arbitral tribunal: selection, appointments and challenges

« State responsibility, including attribution, defences and carve-outs

* Recognition and enforcement

* How finance professionals value assets and companies

* Diversity and unconscious biases
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Learning objectives and benefits

* Understand how to use fundamental building blocks of
general international law (state responsibility and treaty
interpretation) in investment arbitration.

» Learn about substantive and procedural aspects of
investment arbitration from fifteen leading practitioners
and academics at the University of Cambridge.

* Experience first-hand a unique, customised programme
delivered by the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law
at the premises of one of the world’s best universities and
a world-leading research centre in international law.

* Develop a thorough grounding in central substantive
treatment standards (expropriation, non-discrimination
and fair and equitable treatment), and procedural aspects of investment arbitration.

Instructors are expected to include:

Saadia Bhatty, Conway Blake, Michelle Bradfield, Brooks Daly, Hussein Haeri KC, Kathryn Khamsi,
Sophie Lamb KC, Prof Campbell McLachlan KC, Dr Federica Paddeu, Prof Lionel Paolella, Prof
Pedro Saffi, Prof Jorge Vifiuales, Prof Michael Waibel, Matthew Weiniger KC, Can Yeginsu, Dr
Rumiana Yotova

Dates & fees

Monday 23 - Friday 27 March 2026

£6,500

Fees include all programme materials, daytime refreshments, 5 nights accommodation, Cambridge-
based activities, an opening dinner and a formal gala dinner in a historic Cambridge College.

Participants are expected to attend the full programme. The programme is capped at 20
participants. Please book early to avoid disappointment.

Please note: the organisers reserve the right to change any details of the programme without notice.
For further details and how to book

Further details and/or to apply, please send a CV to Andrijana MiSovic:
andrijana.misovic@univie.ac.at
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orld court’ and climate change

Prof Jorge Vinuales, Centre Fellow, Cambridge professor and counsel team

member for Vanuatu gives his initial views on the landmark ICJ Advisory Opinion

The International Court of Justice (ICJ), the judicial arm of the United Nations — known as the ‘world
court’ — has issued a historic Advisory Opinion on the legal obligations of States in respect of climate
change. The opinion came after a two-year proceeding unprecedented in scale, which followed a
UN resolution on a 2023 motion from Vanuatu: a Pacific island nation facing existential threats from
extreme weather and rising sea levels caused by global warming.

Prof Jorge Vinuales, from Cambridge’s Department of Land Economy, was one of the top legal
experts brought in by Vanuatu to help draft the original request to the Court, and has remained a key
member of the counsel team. Here, Vifiuales shares his initial views on this landmark legal opinion:

The ICJ’s opinion is remarkable in its scope,
with the potential to open a new front in
climate litigation. The opinion’s conclusions
are deployable in the domestic courts of many
nations as well as in international litigation to
seek accountability for past climate harm.

No less importantly, the opinion was rendered
unanimously by all members of the Court,
despite differences of view aired in individual
explanations of vote.

The Court largely sided with the Global South
and small island developing States. It concluded
— based on responses to a question asked by

a judge at the end of the hearing — that legal
responsibility encompasses not just greenhouse
gas emissions, but also conduct that leads to
emissions, such as production of fossil fuels,

as well as subsidies that lead to increased
production and consumption.

A government might claim it’s reducing
emissions, but, in the view of the ICJ, if it's
supporting fossil fuel extraction or providing
subsidies those actions are now expressly
subject to climate obligations.

The Court stated that such obligations include

the regulation of non-State actors such as
corporations as part of conduct attributable to
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individual States in assessing their due diligence
on climate change mitigation.

While the opinion itself does not carry legal
force, the legal principles clarified by the Court
are binding as part of international law, and

the ICJ opinion points overall in the direction of
climate justice. These principles will likely be
used in courts the world over.

Some of the major fossil fuel-producing and
greenhouse gas-emitting States had strongly
argued against any reference to obligations
beyond the comfort zone of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change and the Paris
Agreement, noting that these instruments are a
lex specialis: treaties that exclude the application
of all the other obligations.

But the ICJ rejected this use of the lex specialis
argument, opining that a wide range of
obligations of treaty and customary law apply,
from the UN charter to the law of the sea, human
rights or customary international law, far beyond
just the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement.

Recognising that the conduct of States which
are large fossil fuel producers and GHG
emitters is not shielded by the broad language
of the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement is

fundamental for climate litigation, international
and domestic.

The Court further confirmed that climate justice
claims are governed by the general international
law of State responsibility. This may pave

the way for a fundamental shift in the legal
architecture of climate justice claims.

Under this law of responsibility, the Court pointed
to legal solutions for the recurrent arguments
used by nations with large emissions to escape
liability for climate harm. As a general matter,

the ICJ has now accepted the principle of
responsibility for climate harm, in a manner
analogous to domestic climate litigation.

The application of the law of State responsibility
means that where restitution is not possible
States have an obligation to compensate

and, remarkably, the Court recognised that

this compensation may be due for “loss and
damage”. The ICJ has advised that each
injured State can act against any State that

has breached its obligations and caused injury
through climate damage.

The ICJ also reasoned that, from a legal
perspective, existing maritime spaces or
Statehood would not necessarily be put at risk
by sea level rise. This is a fundamental point
for Pacific nations that fought for the Advisory
Opinion, several of which have maritime
boundaries threatened by changing coastlines.

Climate devastation is increasingly common

for low-lying South Pacific island nations such

as Vanuatu. Warming temperatures create
conditions for ferocious tropical cyclones, which
— combined with coastal erosion — threatens lives
right across the archipelago. Housing for more
than a quarter of the population are at risk of
sinking into the ocean within decades.

The recognition by the ICJ of a right to a clean,
healthy and sustainable environment is another

very significant step. Previous resolutions from
the Human Rights Council and UN General
Assembly were insufficient, and this had not
been robustly recognised in international law until
this important opinion from the ICJ.

The legal focus on holding warming to 1.5
degrees above pre-industrial levels is also of
considerable importance. While it is familiar to
many, and has been a bedrock of the science

for years, treaties such as the Paris Agreement
were drafted to focus on a larger temperature
increase. The ICJ’s opinion moves the focus from
2 to 1.5 degrees as the core objective.

In addition, the ICJ opinion strengthens the
obligations arising from the Paris Agreement,
stressing their due diligence character and the
obligation for each State to display its “highest
possible ambition”.

This conclusion of the Court is a key one,

as it signals that the Nationally Determined
Contributions — each country’s commitments
to reduce emissions — are not simply at the
discretion of individual States, but under a
genuine obligation that may be breached if
such contributions lack stringency or are not
implemented in good faith.

During the 2015 negotiations in the lead up to the
Paris Agreement there was immense push back
against this view. Now, we have it in an opinion
from the top court in the world.

Given the global nature of the problem, this
opinion should be welcomed really by everyone,
particularly by the students and youth groups that
came up with the idea in the first place and put
so much heart and dedication into making this
happen.

Read more about the background of Prof Jorge
Vifuales’s work with the Vanuatu student legal
team here: www.cam.ac.uk/stories/climate-ICJ

This article first appeared on the Cambridge University website on 24 July 2025
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Student Summer Internship 2025

Udit Mahalingam, LLM student, University of Cambridge (2024-2025)

| have always been interested in the relationship between the law, national security, and
counterterrorism: the points at which executive commitments to ostensibly universal values begin to
fracture, and exceptionalist narratives are invoked to justify sweeping interferences with fundamental
freedoms. These academic interests ultimately motivated me to apply for a summer fellowship at
Reprieve, an NGO whose work | had followed closely since commencing my legal studies.

What attracted me to Reprieve was its work in
challenging practices such as the use of torture,
extraordinary rendition, and targeted killings.
Following a competitive application process,

| was fortunate enough to secure an eight-
week placement in the Unlawful Detentions
Team, where | supported the provision of legal
assistance to foreign nationals held in the Al-Hol
and Roj camps in North-East Syria.

Gaining insight into the humanitarian situation
in the region made for a sobering experience.
Many detainees, primarily women and children,
are held in conditions that fall far below basic
international standards. A significant proportion
of detainees have been deprived of their
citizenship. The precarious security situation
heightens these vulnerabilities, raising the risk of
further exploitation and radicalisation. Naturally,
Reprieve’s work in this area occurs in a highly
politicised environment and raises complex
issues of international law and domestic public
law. These factors made for a fascinating — if, at
times, challenging — experience.

My work as a fellow fell into two broad phases.

First, | supported the team’s day-to-day casework:

preparing research notes on the legal and policy
framework governing repatriations and citizenship
deprivations in different jurisdictions; drafting
representations to decision-makers on behalf of
clients and assisting with case administration.
Second, | completed a long-term project,
developing and delivering a seminar to members
of the wider organisation on the opportunities
and limitations facing litigants seeking redress for
counterterrorism-related human rights violations.
Despite my relatively short stint at Reprieve, |
was able to fully immerse myself in the work of
the Unlawful Detentions team and put my legal
interests into practice.
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The Lauterpacht Centre’s Summer Internship
Scheme played a pivotal role in enabling me

to take up the fellowship. The grant | received
covered the full costs of my placement, for which
| remain grateful. | encourage any prospective
LLM students with an interest in international law
to apply to the scheme and take full advantage
of the Centre’s resources during their time at
Cambridge.

Udit graduated from the University of Cambridge
in 2025 achieving a First Class in his LLM
examinations. He was awarded the Hugh Bevan
Prize for Most Distinguished Performance by an
LLM Candidate at Wolfson College, Cambridge
and Cambridge Faculty of Law Prizes in
Advanced Labour Law and International Human
Rights Law.

Many congratulations, Udit!

International Court of Justice Fellowship Programme

Each year, in collaboration with the Faculty of Law, the
Lauterpacht Centre runs the application process for Cambridge
LLM students interested in becoming a Judicial Fellow at the

International Court of Justice.

Judicial Fellows work on a full-time basis under the supervision
of one of the Court's Judges, and alongside their primary legal
assistant. Their work includes conducting research and drafting
memorandums on questions of law or fact relating to cases
pending before the Court, attending hearings and sittings, and
performing any other duties that may be assigned to them by

their respective judge.

The fellowship lasts about ten months, from early September
to June the following year. Each year, the Court selects 15
participants nominated by universities across the world. This
year, Rebecca McMenamin was selected as the successful

Cambridge candidate. She completed her LLM at Cambridge in

July 2025.

Scholarships

4 atthe Centre

The Lauterpacht Centre for International Law offers a number
of scholarships each year to help fund academic research
visits to the Centre. Please check the website regularly for
further details and application deadlines.

https://www.lcil.cam.ac.uk/about-centre/scholarships

Lauterpacht Centre News | October 2025
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1pm, Friday 10 October 1 pm, Friday 31 October

‘Is the disorder of our
times unprecedented?’

‘International Organizations
between Mission and Market’

Prof Jan Klabbers
University of Cambridge

Prof Ayse Zarakol

University of Cambridge

1 pm, Friday 17 October 1 pm, Friday 7 November

‘International Police
Cooperation in an Era of
Rising Authoritarianism’

‘Public International Law in the
Supreme Court of the United
Kingdom’

The Right Hon Lord Lloyd-Jones, : Prof Kristina Daugirdas
Justice of the Supreme Court University of Michigan

9.15 am - 5.45 pm, Friday 24 October 1 pm, Friday 21 November

Third Lauterpacht Centre Conference on ‘The Application of Human
Rights Law to the Armed

International Dispute Settlement - Remedies in
Forces’

International Disputes

Opening keynote lecture - Prof Jan Klabbers (Cambridge) )
Prof Alison Duxbury

Closing keynote lecture - Prof Joan Donoghue (Arthur

Goodhart Visiting Professor, Cambridge) University of Melbourne

1 pm - 2.15 pm, Friday 5 December
Seminar: ‘Queer Theory and Human Rights: Methods and Critiques’

This seminar aims to explore the potentials and limitations of international human rights law to enhance transformative
and structural change from a critical queer perspective.

This seminar is led by Dr David Nnanna lkpo and Professor Loveday Hodson
3 pm - 5 pm, Friday 5 December
Workshop: ‘Human Rights and Storytelling’

This workshop is follows the seminar and will be led by Dr David Nnanna lkpo

Further information and queries, please contact Dr Lena Holzer: Ih850@cam.ac.uk

Lectures are held in the Berkowitz/Finley Lecture Hall at the Lauterpacht Centre, 5 Cranmer Road,
Cambridge, CB3 9BL or you may register to attend online at: https:/www.Icil.cam.ac.uk/press/events/all

Sandwich Lunch for attendees from 12.30 pm in the OId Library
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Eli Lauterpacht Lecture 2025

Hard Law in Times of Liquid Modernity: Treaty Law and
Practice in the 21t Century

Santiago Villalpando
Legal Advisor and Director of UNESCO

1 pm | Friday 28 November 2025

Berkowitz Finley Lecture Hall, Lauterpacht Centre

Lecture summary: Is international law facing a decline of treaties?

In recent years, several authoritative voices have pointed out certain developments which
seem to indicate that States are shifting away from treaty law-making for the governance of
their international relations.

Taking as a starting point the sociological concept of “liquid modernity” introduced by
Zygmunt Bauman, this lecture will explore how treaties, archetypes of solid and stable law-
making, have reacted to an unstable global community where norms seem to be eroding and
long-term commitments appear to be challenged.

As the lecture will show, there is no doubt that the law and practice of treaties have evolved
to adapt to a shifting international environment, but the news about the death of treaties is
greatly exaggerated.

A sandwich lunch will be held at 12.30 pm in the Old Library for all attendees.

u. BOOK YOUR PLACE

The Eli Lauterpacht Lecture was established after Sir Eli’s death in 2017 to celebrate his life and work.
This lecture takes place at the Centre on a Friday in Michaelmas Term. These lectures are kindly
supported by Dr lvan and Mrs Francesca Berkowitz who are Principal Benefactors of the Centre.

Student Careers Event: 'Legal Careers in International Organizations'

2.30 pm | Friday 28 November 2025

Berkowitz Finley Lecture Hall, Lauterpacht Centre

Dr Santiago Villalpando has had a distinguished career across a number of international courts
and international organizations. These include the International Criminal Tribunal for the former

Yugoslavia, the International Court of Justice, the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs, the United
Nations Dispute Tribunal, and UNESCO.
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Inaugural Lecture: Globalisation of Climate Law
16:30 hrs - 18:30 hrs Wednesday 22 October 2025
Speaker: Professor Harro van Asselt

The lecture will be followed by a Panel on: The Prospects of Global
Climate Law

Moderator: Professor Jorge E. Vifuales

Panelists:

Professor Pietro Pustorino

Professor Joana Setzer

Professor Margaretha Wewerinke-Singh

Harro van Asselt is the Hatton Professor of Climate Law with the Department of Land Economy,
a Fellow and Director of Studies at Hughes Hall, and a Fellow of the Lauterpacht Centre for
International Law, University of Cambridge. He is also Professor of Climate Law and Policy at
the University of Eastern Finland Law School, and an Affiliated Researcher with the Stockholm
Environment Institute.

The Hatton Chair is the first endowed professorship in climate law in the United Kingdom.
The aim of the Chair is to advance research and teaching with a view to strengthening legal
responses to the ongoing climate crisis.

A drinks reception will take place afterwards in the Old Library at the Lauterpacht Centre.

Attendance is free of charge but reqistration is required.

For further details please contact Renatus Derler rofd2@cam.ac.uk

Co-organised by the University of Cambridge and LUISS

Third Lauterpacht Centre Conference on International Dispute Settlement -
Remedies in International Disputes

09:15 hrs - 17:45 hrs Friday 24 October 2025

International courts and tribunals have been the focus of much world attention in recent times

as a means of addressing some of the world’s most pressing problems through the processes of
adjudication. But international litigation is much more than the airing of grievances in a judicial
setting: its value depends upon the provision of appropriate and effective remedies. In the practice
of international courts, there is much evidence of innovation in remedies: from the development of
provisional measures in the Gaza Strip proceedings in the ICJ; to a renewed focus on the approach
to compensation in a series of recent cases before the Court; to controversies about determination
of compensation in investment arbitration; to reparations for ecological and climate harms and for
victims in armed conflict. However important they are in practice, the topic of remedies has until
recently been comparatively neglected in legal scholarship. This is changing as the ILC plans to
revisit the topic of compensation in its next programme of work.

The Third Lauterpacht Centre Conference on International Dispute Settlement will bring together
leading scholars and practitioners of international law to debate the issues.

Welcome coffee

Opening and context (9:15—10.15h)

Introduction to the Conference: Remedies in International Litigation, Prof. Campbell McLachlan
KC (Cambridge)

Opening keynote lecture. Prof. Jan Klabbers (Cambridge), followed by a discussion moderated by
Prof. McLachlan

Coffee break

The remedies playbook: opportunities and limitations (10.30—12.00h)
Roundtable moderated by Dr. Federica Paddeu (Cambridge), with the participation of Prof. Eirik
Bjorge (Bristol), Prof. VVeronika Fikfak (UCL), Dr Cameron Miles (3VB)

Lunch break

Remedies in environmental and resource claims (13.00—14.30h)

Roundtable moderated by Prof. Michael Waibel (Vienna), with the participation of Prof. Payam
Akhavan (Toronto), Amy Sander (Essex Court Chambers), Margherita Cornaglia (Doughty Street
Chambers)

Coffee break

Remedies in human rights and armed conflict (15.00-16.30h)

Roundtable moderated by Prof. Sandesh Sivakumaran (Cambridge), with the participation of
Chanaka Wickremasinghe (FCDO), Prof. Justina Uriburu (Manchester), Prof. Marko Milanovic
(Reading)

Brief refreshment break

Closing (16.45—17.45h)
Closing keynote lecture: Prof. Joan Donoghue (Arthur Goodhart Visiting Professor, Cambridge),
followed by a discussion moderated by Prof. Jorge Vifuales (Cambridge)

Please note: this conference is now fully booked for attending in person. However, it is still possible
to attend online. Registration: https://forms.gle/hhmBQUJUgDpebZnD9




The UN's tortious liability in peacekeeping missions
16.30 hrs - 18.00 hrs Thursday 6 November 2025
Speaker: Prof Kirsten Schmalenbach, Paris-Lodron University

Commentator: Prof Kristina Daurgidas, Michigan Law School

Summary: For almost 80 years, the United Nations (UN) has been carrying out

peacekeeping missions in some of the world's most troubled regions. However, the deployment of
troops in this capacity and in these environments inevitably leads to third-party damage. Against this
backdrop, the heart of the UN Tort Law project is an analysis of the UN’s internal processing of these
claims which are resolved outside of domestic courts and arbitral tribunals.

Further information at: https.//www.lcil.cam.ac.uk/press/events/2025/11/lecture-uns-tortious-liabili-
ty-peacekeeping-missions-prof-dr-kirsten-schmalenbach-paris-lodron

In Conversation with Prof Joan Donoghue and Sir Christopher Greenwood

17:00 hrs - 18:00 hrs Friday 7 November 2025

Chair: Prof Sandesh Sivakumaran, Centre Director

Prof Joan Donoghue Sir Christopher Greenwood

Professor Joan Donoghue is a former Judge and President of the International Court of Justice, a visiting
professor in the law school at the University of California, Berkeley, and for the 2025/26 academic year is the
Arthur Goodhart visiting professor in legal science at the University of Cambridge.

Sir Christopher Greenwood is Master of Magdalene College, Cambridge, a former Judge of the International
Court of Justice and an Honorary Fellow of the Lauterpacht Centre.

Sir Christopher Greenwood and Professor Joan Donoghue had the privilege of serving together as
Judges on the International Court of Justice. They also have seen international law from a variety of other
perspectives, including as advocates, as members of arbitral tribunals, as advisors to governments and as
teachers. As befits a chat between old friends, they expect to touch on a range of topics and will welcome
questions from the audience.

Venue: Lauterpacht Centre for International Law, Berkowitz/Finley Lecture Hall

More at: https.//www.lcil.cam.ac.uk/press/events/2025/11/conversation-prof-joan-donoghue-and-sir-
christopher-greenwood
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Conference on 'Bohdan Winiarski' and his views against the background of
international law of the 20th century

On 8 September 2025 the Lauterpacht Centre hosted a conference, co-organized with the
Academy of tomza (Akademia tomzynska) in Poland, which was represented by Professor
Maciej Jonica (Centre visiting fellow at the time).

The conference, attended by scholars and Since 2008 the Lauterpacht Centre has
practitioners from Poland and the United administered the Bohdan Winiarski Scholarship,
Kingdom, was devoted to the life and workings  named after this eminent jurist, which is funded
of Professor Bohdan Winiarski, a Polish lawyer by the Polish Embassy in London.

and academic associated with the region of

tomza. Bohdan Winiarski served as Judge at

the ICJ in the years 1946-1967 (and President

in 1961-1964).

Cic da brzegi rwie:

od qdow Bohdana Winiarskiego
do osobowosci prawnej rzek i
innych ekosystemdw

Further details on the Winiarski Scholarship can be found at: https:/www.lcil.cam.ac.uk/about-
centre/scholarships. The next round for applications will open around May 2026. Announcements
will be made in the Centre's newsletter, social media channels.




Hersch Lauterpacht Memorial Lecture 2025

13 & 14 March 2025 - Diversity and Self-Determination in International Law:
Continuing conversations with Karen Knop

Session 1: History and Theory

Prof Martti Koskenniemi (University of Helsinki): ‘Narrating International
Society: Management of Pluralism according to Marcel Gauchet & Karen
Knop’

Dr Megan Donaldson (University College London): ‘Gaze, Agency and
International Society’

Session 2: Gender and Feminism

Prof Christine Chinkin (LSE): ‘Self-determination for women through three

encounters’

Dr Mai Taha (LSE): ‘Ways of Seeing: On the Gendering Work of Law and

Violence’ Prof Karen Knop
(1960 - 2022)

Session 3: Private and Foreign Relations Law

Prof Anne Peters (Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law): 'Populism,

Foreign Relations Law, and global order and justice'

Dr Roxana Banu (University of Oxford): 'Foreign Affairs, Self-Determination and Private International

Law'

Session 4: Discussion and Q&A
Prof Susan Marks (LSE)

Summary by Vandita Khanna, PhD candidate, University of Cambridge

As a tribute to Prof Karen Knop, the 2025 Hersch Lauterpacht Memorial Lectures brought together
former Hersch Lauterpacht lecturers in conversation with Prof Knop’s former students. Over four
sessions in March 2025, the Lectures engaged with three themes central to her scholarship: history
and theory, gender and feminism, and private and foreign affairs law.

In the first session Prof Martti Koskenniemi
placed Prof Knop’s work in dialogue with the
ceuvre of French philosopher and historian
Marcel Gauchet. In exploring the role of
public law in international law and the crisis of
democracy today, Prof Koskenniemi reflected
on the three ‘problems of democracy’, per
Gauchet, namely the constitution of public

authority, the system of horizontal relationships
between humans, and the temporality of the
society in which we live. He highlighted Prof
Knop’s sensitivity to the subtle interplay between
public authority, self-determination, and cultural
identity, while also zooming out to ask, through
the lens of self-determination, what public
authority itself might mean.

| In her field-defining book, Diversity and Self-
Determination in International Law, Prof
Knop sought to centre the previously ignored
‘challenge of diversity for the interpretation
of self-determination and — conversely — the
implications of the interpretive history of self-
determination ... for the challenge of diversity in
international law’ (p.2). In curating micro-histories
of how self-determination had been interpreted,
she turned her gaze to the role, processes,

Prof Martii Koskenniemi
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Dr Megan Donaldson

actors, and margins of legal interpretation.
Continuing that conversation, Dr Megan
Donaldson’s lecture revisited self-determination
as a question in and for international law and, in
this process, explored the conceptual boundary
of self-determination and broader understandings
of the ‘social’. She focused on sites of legal
interpretation, where self-determination is
adjudicated, and illustrated the continuing value
of identity (law’s depiction of group identity) and
participation (the involvement of groups in
participative processes) — concepts central to Prof
Knop’s work.

Groups claiming self-determination have often
been sidelined in the development of the norm
of self-determination. Revealing such exclusions
and inequalities in international law was central
to Prof Knop’s scholarship. In that vein, in the
second session Prof Christine Chinkin’s lecture
reflected on Prof Knop’s engagement with the
gendered dimensions of self-determination
through three discrete encounters. By tracing
women’s struggles against discriminatory
nationality laws, the euphemistically called
‘comfort’ women’s claims at the Tokyo Women'’s
Tribunal, and the radical activism of the Greenham
Common women’s peace camp, Prof Chinkin
illustrated how these encounters with women
were central to understanding the ‘self’ in self-
determination. Across these contexts, Prof
Knop had conceptualised self-determination
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Prof Christine Chinkin

as not only a collective right to sovereignty but
also a personal and political struggle for voice,
participation, and belonging on one’s own terms,
free from patriarchal structures of domination and
subordination.

Particularly arresting about Prof Knop’s work
was her method of making visible the invisible.
Against this backdrop, Dr Mai Taha explored Prof
Knop’s distinctive ‘ways of seeing’, showing how
her feminist and postcolonial gaze exposed what
international law often conceals. Marshalling

the idea of anamorphosis—which requires the
viewer to occupy a certain vantage point to see
something else than what initially appears — it
becomes possible to see, Dr Taha argued, the
exclusion of women and the intersection between
self-determination, gender, global capitalism, and
the distribution of labour. By focusing on ways of
seeing Palestine through the gendering work of law
and violence, Dr Taha attended to the tendency
of international legal categories to abstract, the
persisting narratives of qualified humanity, and
ways of seeing resistance. Prof Knop’s enduring
legacy, for Dr Taha, remains ‘seeing like a feminist’,
uncovering silences, exposing hierarchies, and
opening space for more emancipatory visions of
international law.

Dr Mai Taha

The third session turned to Prof Knop’s later
preoccupations with private and foreign affairs
law. Prof Anne Peters’ lecture examined how
populist movements weaponise foreign relations
law against international law. This can take,

and has taken, the form of closed borders,
withdrawal from treaties, defunding of international
organisations, undermining of the legitimacy of
international courts, and a systematic opposition
to international law. Prof Peters also identified
counter-trends, including domestic courts,
corporate actors, and transnational civil society
defending international norms against populist

attacks. While authoritarianism ,
...cont’d
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poses real challenges to international law, Prof
Peters suggested, it may revive an international
law that formally belongs to the realm of private
law, as an anti-thesis of a public international
legal order vested with public authority to pursue
public interest.

Responding to these themes, Dr Roxana Banu’s
lecture revisited Prof Knop’s intuition that private
international law has always been intertwined
with foreign affairs and self-determination.
Debunking misconceptions that portray this link
as contingent or relatively modern, Dr Banu
showed how the field of private international law
has its own political theory of a state such that
deploying a particular theory and methodology
of private international law historically was seen
to yield a particular kind of state and a particular
kind of foreign affairs policy.

To close the Lectures, Prof Susan Marks used as
a jumping-off point her co-authored chapter with
Prof Knop on clichés in international law. Based
on literary scholarship, Prof Marks characterised
clichés as sleeping or dormant metaphors that
come to be through repetition and are related

to a lack of reflection or a mode of non-thought.
Seen this way, self-determination can be
considered a cliché, a dormant metaphor that is
reawakened in the work of Prof Knop. Through
such reawakening, self-determination emerges
not as a static doctrine but as a capacious
framework to engage critically with international
law, explore diversity, and imagine new forms of
participation and belonging.

Prof Sandesh Sivakumaran opens the lecture

The Hersch Lauterpacht Memorial Lecture is an annual three-part lecture series given in Cambridge to
commemorate the unique contribution to the development of international law of Sir Hersch Lauterpacht.

These lectures are given annually by a person of eminence in the field of international law.

Panel discussion: 'Making the UN Security Council more effective without

amending the UN Charter'

Dr Jose Rogelio Gutierrez Alvarez, Former Cambridge PhD student

On 24 June 2025, the Lauterpacht Centre welcomed distinguished guests to discuss the current
challenges and opportunities in enhancing the United Nations Security Council’s ability to maintain
international peace and security. The event, which was generously sponsored by Withers, a Linked
Partner of the Centre, provided an ideal platform for academic reflection, and it prompted an engaging
dialogue on topics that are of vital importance in our present geopolitical context.

The composition of the panel of
speakers encouraged an insightful
discussion of the legal, diplomatic,

and policy dimensions of the work of
the Security Council. Floriane Lavaud,
partner at Withers, gave the opening
speech. She reminded the audience

of the urgent need to find politically
feasible solutions to the Council’s
inability to respond effectively to the
crises unfolding in Ukraine, Gaza, and
Sudan. Afterwards, the audience heard
an online intervention from Nobel Peace
Prize Laureate Mohamed ElIBaradei,

who underlined the risks entailed by the consistent

and deliberate demolition of the post-World War Il
global architecture that is happening in plain sight.

The floor was then taken by Judge Juan Manuel
Gomez-Robledo, from the International Court

of Justice (ICJ). In an intervention filled with
erudition and humour, he recalled the many
diplomatic efforts advanced by States like Mexico,
his home country, to restrain the use of the veto
by the Council’'s permanent members. He also
emphasised the important role that the Secretary-

General can and must play to facilitate the efficient

work of the Council, inviting further academic
research on the topic.

The audience then listened to Mona Ali Khalil,
from Harvard Law School. Eloquently, she framed
the day’s discussion by recalling the purposes of

the United Nations, the role played by the Security

Council in the fulfilment of such purposes, and

the precedential value of earlier mechanisms that
were successfully implemented to address prior
crises. As she persuasively argued, there might
be no need for new, revolutionary ideas to redress
today’s standstill. Everything we need can already
be found in the Charter and in the subsequent
practice of the United Nations.

Finally, it was the turn of Marko Rakovec, Legal
Adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Slovenia, to explain the diplomatic intricacies
behind the operation of the Council. He

recalled success stories where the international
community was able to articulate and implement
the responsibility to protect, and explained how
States like his own influence the work of the
Security Council when they act as non-permanent
members.

The insightful interventions of the panellists left
lasting impressions on the audience, encouraging
further reflections during the drinks reception that
followed the Q&A. Anyone interested in detailed
analyses on the event’s topic would surely

benefit from consulting the recently published
Empowering the UN Security Council: Reforms

to Address Modern Threats (Oxford University
Press, 2024). This volume was edited by Mona Al
Khalil and Floriane Lavaud, featuring contributions
from them and from Judge Juan Manuel Goémez-
Robledo, among others.

Photo (Left to right): Marko Rakovec, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Slovenia; Mona Ali Khalil, Harvard
Law School; Floriane Lavaud, Withers; Judge

Juan Manuel Gémez-Robledo, ICJ; Prof Sandesh
Sivakumaran, LCIL Director with Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate Mohamed ElBaradei (on screen)



6 May 2025: In Conversation with...

Prof Muthucumaraswamy Sornarajah and Prof Antony Anghie

Prof Muthucumaraswamy Sornarajah's pioneering
scholarship, produced over more than four decades and
ranging from human rights to the theory of international
law to arbitration and foreign investment law, has

made invaluable contributions to international law. His
writings on investment law in particular have proven

to be incisive and prophetic. In this conversation with
friend and colleague Antony Anghie he reflected on his

with the politics of international law, and views on recent
developments in the field.

Prof Muthucumaraswamy Sornarajah is Emeritus Professor of Law at the National University of
Singapore.

Prof Antony Anghie teaches international law at the National University of Singapore, and the

University of Utah. He was the Arthur Goodhart Visiting Professor of Legal Science 2024-2025 at
the University of Cambridge.

International Lawyers for Africa (ILFA) Programme

On 14 October 2025, the Centre welcomed

participants on the International Lawyers for Africa .
(ILFA) Flagship Secondment Programme. The Centre [ fl 1
has been involved in this initiative for over 10 years. ", i

The annual international secondment programme
allows lawyers practising in various African
jurisdictions to be selected and sponsored for a
three-month secondment (September to December)
at highly reputed international law firms and
corporations based in London, Paris, Lisbon and
Dubai. The programme provides an academic
enrichment series that incorporates training modules
on various topics relevant to the African legal sector. A wide variety of practice areas and sectors

are covered as part of the training modules which take place in London in the first two weeks of the
programme before the lawyers then go to the various host cities. Finally, the ILFA lawyers attend
seminars at Oxford and Cambridge Universities. The overall objective of the programme is to educate,
equip and empower.

Deputy Director, Prof Surabhi Ranganathan, welcomed the visitors to the Centre. Prof Harro van Asselt
delivered a lecture on 'The rise of international climate litigation' and Dr Giovanni Mantilla on "The
Political Origins of International Humanitarian Law'.

Antoana Nedyalkova, Carlos Juliano Simdes-Ferreira and Andrea Farrés Jiménez from the Red Cross
Team based at the Centre discussed the Customary International Humanitarian Law Project. Held in
the Centre’s Berkowitz Finley Lecture Hall, the three lectures sparked many interesting conversations
and discussions.

Photo: Back left: Prof Harro van Asselt and far right: Dr Giovanni Mantilla with ILFA participants. Front left to right: Carlos Juliano
Simbes-Ferreira, Andrea Farrés Jiménez and Antoana Nedyalkova
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Reflections on International Law: Professor Alain Pellet on the ICJ and its limits in the
settlement of disputes

Dr Joanna Gomula, Centre Fellow

On 10 February 2025, the Centre had the honour to host a distinguished guest, Prof Alain Pellet, Professor
Emeritus at the University Paris-Nanterre (Centre de Droit International), who delivered the first lecture

in the newly launched lecture series: ‘Reflections on International Law’. Prof Pellet, who has appeared in
more than 70 cases before the International Court of Justice, spoke on the Court’s role and limits in the
settlement of disputes. Sir Michael Wood, KCMG KC (Honorary Fellow of the Lauterpacht Centre), acted as

commentator. The event was chaired by Dr Joanna Gomula.

Prof Pellet began with expressing his unyielding
admiration for the World Court, despite the
drawbacks for which it has been criticized in recent

years. In particular, the ICJ has struggled with respect

to the time and efficiency of its proceedings, which
results mainly from the fact that the parties to the
disputes are sovereign states. It is also the effect of
international law being in a ‘bad shape’, or even an
‘unparalleled crisis’ (since 1945), which has triggered
an increasing number of serious violations brought
before the Court. Professor Pellet admitted, with
regret, that the decisions and opinions of the ICJ
seem today to have lesser effect than in the past.

Prof Pellet put forward two propositions for
consideration: first, that the Court has never seemed
as successful as today, and, second, that its success
is ‘rather relative’, or even ‘artificial’.

With respect to recent developments in the Court’s
practice, Professor Pellet highlighted, among others,
the Court’s being increasingly seized with questions
relating to the responsibility of States, rather than —
as in the first decades of its operation — with territorial
claims; the increasing number of disputes, as well
as advisory opinions, involving the application

of peremptory norms of international law; and a
significant increase in the number of statements in
advisory proceedings, as well as in interventions

in contentious cases. With respect to the latter,

Prof Pellet suggested that the ICJ Rules should be
modified to limit oral pleadings in certain cases.

Another trend is the use of the ICJ for political
purposes (in the case of political defeat or to draw
attention to international tragedies or conflicts), which
Professor Pellet assessed overall positively, as ‘a
way of recognizing the weight of law in international
relations’.

Recalling the ICJ’s role as ‘the principal judicial organ
of the United Nations’, Professor Pellet pointed out,
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Photo (Left to right): Dr Joanna Gomula, Prof Pellet
and Sir Michael Wood

with concern, that the number of optional declarations
under Article 36(2) of the ICJ Statue is diminishing
and that there are few new treaties that provide

for the Court’s jurisdiction in the case of disputes.
He predicted that restrictions on funding imposed

by some states with respect to the United Nations
and other international institutions may negatively
affect the Court’s functioning. The implementation of
the Court’s rulings is another area of concern, with
non-compliance not any longer being an exception
(though not yet a rule), especially with respect to
provisional measures.

Despite the above problems, Prof Pellet expressed
his firm belief that the ICJ continues to serve as ‘a
kind of “moral magistracy”, with the Court’s activities
impacting, in an extraordinary manner, a broad

scope of other fora and contexts. He suggested that,
together with other international tribunals (which have
a lesser impact than the Court), the ICJ exercises

the role of an ‘international legislator’, and has the
capacity of being ‘the most efficient institution for the
progressive development of international law’.

Prof Pellet's insightful lecture was met with
provocative comments from Sir Michael Wood (whom
Prof Pellet described as his 'often, doctrinal enemy"').
The comments and their firm rebuttal by the speaker
were followed by a vivid discussion with the audience.



Seminar on East Asian Disputes: The case of Japan and Korea

Stefan McClean, PhD Candidate, Bocconi University

On 4 February 2025, the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law hosted a Seminar on East Asian
Disputes, co-organized by Stefan McClean and Joanna Gomula, with a particular focus on Japan

and Korea.

The seminar brought together scholars with a
diverse range of expertise, from international
trade, legal history, dispute resolution, and
international relations. The seminar addressed
the role of international dispute settlement
between Japan and Korea, and its utilisation and
structure across varying disputes, ranging from
trade to the use of comfort women during the
Second World War. The panel, chaired by Stefan
McClean, was comprised of visiting scholars
from Korea and Japan to the Lauterpacht Centre,
Professor Filippo Fontanelli from the University
of Edinburgh, and Professor Nilsson-Wright,
Associate Professor at the Faculty of Asian

and Middle Eastern Studies at the University of
Cambridge.

Professors Jeehyun Choi and Aya lino, from Jeju
National University, Korea, and Nihon University,
Tokyo, both undertook visiting research stays
here at the Lauterpacht Centre during the Lent
Term. The title of Professor Choi’s presentation
was ‘History-related disputes between Korea and
Japan from the 20th Century on’. Of particular
interest was the peace treaty negotiation process
between the two States in the aftermath of the
Second World War, to which Professor Choi
summarised and addressed key issues, such

as the legality of Japanese annexation of Korea
before the 1928 Pact of Paris.

The title of Professor lino’s presentation was
‘WTO trade disputes between Japan and
Korea’. Professor lino highlighted the largely
facilitative role of the WTO dispute settlement
mechanism for Japan and Korea with respect to
trade disputes. While reflecting on past disputes,
questions and discussion naturally shifted
towards reform of international trade rules in a
changing global economic order.

Connecting the past to the present, the title of
Professor Fontanelli’s presentation was ‘Atypical

alternative dispute resolution attempts to settle
the Japan-Korea comfort women dispute’.
Navigating the complexity and changing nature
of the issue over time, Professor Fontanelli drew
from his findings published recently in the Edgar
Elgar Research Handbook on International
Procedural Law. Unpacking the 2015 agreement
between the two States aimed at resolving the
dispute, albeit unsuccessful, Professor Fontanelli
identified structural causes leading to the
backlash the agreement received in Korea.

Photo (Left to right): Profs Nilsson-Wright and
Prof Jeehyun Choi

Professor Nilsson-Wright provided some
reflections and comments after the
presentations. By bringing together disputes
on a range of thematic topics, from trade to

the unresolved issue of comfort women, the
seminar benefited from nuances relating to the
circumstances leading to, and the continuation
of, inter-State disputes. The case of Japan and
Korea is a valuable example where differences
have been successfully resolved through various
means of dispute settlement, while, at the
same time, longstanding disputes continue and
change.

Fellows’ Publications

Orfeas Chasapis Tassinis

'A Theory of International Organizations in Public International Law' (Cambridge University Press,
September 2025)

Marie-Claire Cordonier Segger

M.C. Cordonier Segger and D. Olawuyi, Sustainable Development Law: Principles, Practices and
Prospects 2nd ed (Oxford University Press, 2025)

M.C. Cordonier Segger, T. Gleason and S. Stephenson, eds, Research Handbook on Investment Law
and Sustainable Development (Edward Elgar, 2025)

Tor Krever

‘Recovering the radical tradition in the international legal history of decolonisation’ (2025) 27 Journal of
the History of International Law 99-129

‘Ending impunity or entrenching impunity? International criminal law and the political economy of late
capitalism’ in John D Haskell (ed), Research Handbook on Law and Political Economy (2nd edn,
Edward Elgar 2025)

‘Scurrying to The Hague’ (2024) 95 Qadaya Isra’iliyya 30-32
‘Limits of the Portrait’ (2025) 38 Cambridge Review of International Affairs 234-237

Campbell McLachlan

‘On the Interface between Public and Private International Law’ from the series, The Pocket Books of
The Hague Academy of International Law/Les livres de poche de I’Académie de droit international de
La Haye, Volume: 64 (BRILL August 2025)

Maayan Menashe

'An Incentive-Compatible Enforcement Model for International Labor Law? Lessons from Qatar’s
Forced Labor Case’ (2024) 44(2) Comparative Labor Law & Policy Journal 201

Sandesh Sivakumaran

‘State Silence and the Law of Armed Conflict’, in Danae Azaria (ed), State Silence Across International
Law (OUP, 2025)

Jorge Vinuales

‘Investment Treaties and Climate Change Policy: A Possible Legal Pathway’ (2025) 40 ICSID Review
https://doi.org/10.1093/icsidreview/siaf010

‘Analyzing Antimicrobial Resistance as a Series of Collective Action Problems’ (2024) 52 Policy
Studies Journal, 1-24. https://doi.org/10.1111/psj.12552. (with Isaac Weldon, Kathleen Liddell, Susan
Rogers Van Katwyk, Steven J. Hoffman, Timo Minssen, Kevin Outterson, Stephanie Palmer, A. M.
Viens)

...cont’d
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Jorge Vinuales (cont'd)

‘Article 5: Conduct of Empowered Entities’, in A. Kulick and M. Waibel (eds.), Commentary on
General International Investment Law and Arbitration (Oxford University Press, 2024), pp. 264-279
(with O. Hailes)

‘Article 8: Conduct under Direction or Control’, in A. Kulick and M. Waibel (eds.), Commentary on
General International Investment Law and Arbitration (Oxford University Press, 2024), pp. 298-312
(with A. Papanastasiou)

‘La politique industrielle verte de I'Union européenne et 'indépendance énergétique’ (2024) 190
Pouvoirs 69.

‘The Next Generation EU Programme in the Global Race to the (Green) Top’ (2024) 118 American
Journal of International Law Unbound 182 (with G. Le Moli)

‘Comparing environmental law systems’ (2024) 73 International and Comparative Law Quarterly
247.

‘The energy transition at a critical juncture’ (2023) 26 Journal of International Economic Law 627
(with O. Hailes)

‘The role of advocates in the conception of advisory opinion requests’ (2023) 117 American Journal
of International Law Unbound 277 (with M. Wewerinke-Singh and J. Aguon)

‘Second thoughts? The international adjudication of environmental disputes 30 years later’ (2023) 3
Italian Review of International and Comparative Law 223.

The International Legal Order in the 21st Century: Essays in Honour of Professor Marcelo G. Kohen
(Leiden: Brill Nijhoff, 2023) (co-edited with L. Boisson de Chazournes, A. Clapham and M. Hébié)

‘Corruption par les hauts représentants de I'Etat et immunité de juridiction pénale étrangére’, in J. E.

Vifuales, L. Boisson de Chazournes, A. Clapham, M. Hébié (eds.), The International Legal Order in
the XXlst Century / L'ordre juridique international au XXleme siécle / El 6rden juridico internacional
en el siglo XXI (The Hague: Brill/Nijhoff, 2023), pp. 422-454.

‘Of fragments, concepts and missions: General principles of law in the work of the Institut de Droit
International’, in Sesquicentennial Book of the Institute of International Law 1873 — 2023 (Paris:
Pedone, 2023), pp. 395-410.

‘Les sources du droit international sont-elles adaptées aux défis environnementaux ?’ in C. Santulli,
P. Martin-Bidou (eds.), Le droit international pour un monde nouveau. Colloque des 100 ans de
I'HEI de Paris (Paris : Pédone, 2023), pp. 23-38.
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Centre Publications

International Law Reports (ILR)

The ILR reports are edited by Sir Christopher Greenwood GBE CMG KC and Karen Lee, Centre
Fellow and Fellow and former Vice-Mistress of Girton College, Cambridge.

The International Law Reports (ILR) have been
reporting the decisions of national and international
courts and tribunals on issues of public international
law for over ninety years. The series captures the
full range of judgments and awards on issues of
international law from the increasing number of
international courts and tribunals while expanding
coverage of national judgments.

The series is also available online via Cambridge Core
as well as Justis. Volumes 205, 206 and 207 are now
available.

Further information: https.//www.lcil.cam.ac.uk/publications/international-law-reports

International Convention on the Settlement of Investment Disputes Reports (ICSID)

The ICSID reports provide an authoritative published collection of investor-State arbitral
awards and decisions rendered under the auspices of the World Bank’s International Centre for
Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), pursuant to other bilateral or multilateral investment
treaties such as the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the Energy Charter
Treaty (ECT) or involving investment contracts entered by States. These decisions, which

are fully indexed, make an important contribution to the growing body of jurisprudence on

international investment law.

The editors of the ICSID Reports are Professors Jorge Vifiuales, University of Cambridge and
Centre Fellow, and Michael Waibel, University of Vienna and the assistant editor is Dr Oliver

Hailes, London School of Economics.

The ICSID Reports are an invaluable tool for practitioners, scholars and government lawyers
working in the field of public international law, investment treaty arbitration, and international
commercial arbitration, whether advising foreign investors or States.

The upcoming Volume 21 focuses on Damages in Investment Arbitration, including an opening
piece by Lucinda Low and an overview of the international law on damages in investment
disputes by Professor Michael Waibel. As in previous volumes, this volume includes summaries,
digests and excerpts of decisions rendered in the last decade in cases involving States from
around the world. Case summaries and digests are written upon the invitation of the Editors by

arbitration practitioners and international law researchers.

More information on the series can be found via the Cambridge University Press website. It is

also available online at Cambridge Core.
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Alumni News

The Centre is always delighted to hear from its former Visiting Scholars. Please send us your news to

communications@)Icil.cam.ac.uk. We look forward to hearing from you!

Matthew Gillett (2023) | wanted to convey that | have a new book out as

the lead co-author of Lex Ad Astra: Non-State Actor Accountability for Space
Pollution (Brill, 2025); and my 2022 Cambridge University Press (CUP) book,
Prosecuting Environmental Harm before the International Criminal Court will

be awarded the 2025 International Science Prize of the Hans-Giinter-Brauch
Foundation (HGBS) for Peace and Ecology in the Anthropocene.

Ginevra Le Moli (2019) has been awarded the
Paul Guggenheim Prize 2023 for her monograph
"Human Dignity in International Law” (CUP
2022), written at the Graduate Institute and the
Lauterpacht Centre.

The Paul Guggenheim Foundation was created in
1981 to honour the memory of Professor Paul
Guggenheim, an eminent scholar of international
law and professor at the Graduate Institute Every
two years, the Paul Guggenheim Prize rewards a

Niklas Reetz (2023) successfully defended Dr Omri Sender (Polonia Scholar 2022)
his doctoral thesis at the European University and Sir Michael Wood KC (Centre

Institute in June of this year. Niklas worked
on his thesis entitled ‘The Slippery Slope
of Securitisation: Climate Change and the

Honorary Fellow) have published
Identification of Customary
International Law (Oxford University

International Law on the Use of Force’ during his Press, 2024). Complementing
time as a Visiting Scholar at the Centre in 2023. the authoritative work of the

International Law Commission

on this topic, the book offers

essential guidance for practitioners

and scholars alike as to the

determination of customary rules.

It elaborates on the methodology

for this important legal task, examines a host of
questions concerning the process and evidence
involved, and synthesises a wealth of pertinent

practice and writings.

The book series' Editor, Sir Frank Berman KC,
wrote in his Preface that "this book is without doubt
a major contribution. The authors have identified a
significant gap in the international law literature and
set themselves to fill it. And no-one could be better
qualified to do just that than Sir Michael Wood and
Dr Omri Sender with their central and unmatched
familiarity with the work recently completed by the

International Law Commission on the subject and the
comprehensive research that underlies it."

Ying Sun (2024), a researcher at the European University
Institute, successfully defended her PhD thesis on 25 June
2025. As part of her doctoral studies, she undertook a research

young specialist in the field of international law, author of a first monograph of outstanding quality visit at the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law from April
on a subject of general interest and likely to make a real contribution to the study of international to June 2024. While at the Centre, she completed substantial
law. portions of her thesis and greatly benefited from its intellectually
vibrant and collegial environment. Her PhD dissertation, “What
and Where is State Consent? Judicial Engagement with
Instruments Issued by International Organisations”, unpacks the
meaning of state consent in international law and reexamines
its role in contemporary lawmaking processes. Ying’s research
interests mainly include general international law, international
Dr Ginevra Le Moli is a part time Professor of International Law at the European University Institute dispute settlement, and authority of international organisations.
(EUI), Florence School of Regulation, and a Fellow at the University of Cambridge’s Centre for She will soon take up a teaching position at a well-established
Environment, Energy & Natural Resource Governance (C-EENRG). university in China.

The award ceremony took place on 15 May 2025 at the Graduate Institute, Geneva. The
award ceremony was opened by the President of the Foundation Board, M. Eric Wyler,
followed by the laudation pronounced by Mr. Linos-Alexandre Sicilianos, former President and
Judge of the European Court of Human Rights.

Photo (Left to Right): Ying Sun with
PhD supervisor and Centre Fellow,
Prof Sarah Nouwen
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Visiting Scholars' Programme

The Lauterpacht Centre welcomes academic visitors and Postgraduate students from
around the world bringing a mutual research benefit to the individual and the Centre.
Visitors are a key aspect of the Centre’s activity and stay for periods varying from an
academic term to a few months over the summer research period.

Visitors have the opportunity to pursue their
own research in the tranquil setting of the
Lauterpacht Centre where they can also meet
other visiting scholars, and Centre Fellows who
act as mentors during their visit.

Visitors are encouraged to participate in the
Centre’s activities. There are usually around
22-24 visitors at any one time.

Visiting scholars are invited to attend the
Centre’s regular term time Friday Lunchtime
lectures given by Cambridge University
academics and invited speakers. Lectures
are always followed by a Q&A discussion.
The Centre also arranges other lectures and
conferences, most notably the annual Hersch
Lauterpacht Memorial Lecture and the Eli
Lauterpacht Lecture.

Visitors are also welcome to attend open
lectures and talks on international law and
related subjects within the University.

During their stay visitors often take the
opportunity to present their work to each other
and Centre Fellows, finding the feedback of
great value to their research.

Visitors also enjoy the community feel of the
Centre and enjoy meeting each other, Centre
Fellows and guests during the daily coffee time
in the kitchen of no 5 where they can discuss
their work and make new connections.

The Centre offers a variety of bench space

to visitors across no 5 and 7 Cranmer Road,
and also offers accommodation of four double
ensuite rooms on the second floor of Bahrain
House for visitors who share a communal
kitchen on the ground floor. These rooms are
much sought after and are full every term.

If you are considering a period of research at
the Centre please visit How to Apply to be a
Visiting Scholar.

"My stay at the LCIL has been a truly remarkable
experience. Beyond the invaluable access to
information, it has offered the rare privilege of
engaging with an extraordinary community of
visitors and fellows and testing and refining my
views through exchanges with leading experts. The
atmosphere of the Centre itself encourages deep
reflection and research, while the environment of
Cambridge provides constant inspiration and makes
the experience all the more enriching."

"The Lauterpacht Centre is not only a unique global hub

for international law research and practice; it is also

a welcoming home for all who wish to build excellent
professional relationships with peers, offering an
institutional environment that has virtually no parallel. |
am grateful to Sandesh (Centre Director), Chriselia, Karen,
and Vanessa (the administrative team)."

"Visiting the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law has undoubtedly

been a cornerstone in my PhD journey. The time at the LCIL was marked by
inspiring conversations with fellow visitors, enriching lunchtime lectures, and
insightful interactions with the Centre’s fellows. Each of these experiences
made my time at the LCIL invaluable. The memories and insights | gained
continue to enhance my research and broaden my perspective. The staff

at the Centre deserves a special mention for their exceptional support and
organization. Their dedication contributed to the unique environment at the
Centre, which strikes a perfect balance between fostering productivity and
calmness, clearing the mind for new thoughts and ideas. | am deeply grateful
for the opportunity to spend time at the Lauterpacht Centre and hope to
return one day."
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Academic Visitors

The Lauterpacht Centre was delighted to welcome the following researchers for the summer research

period 2025.

Institution

Research Title

Institution

Research Title

Dr Humoud Alfadhli
(continuing visitor)

Kuwait University

International Criminal Law: From Nuremberg to
the Hague: Rediscovering “Taking a Consent Part”
Criminal Mode of Liability to fit best in the Rome
Statute

Mr Yunus Gul (continuing
visitor)

University of Bonn

The Concept of Cyber Attack in International Law

Mr Didac Amat Puigsech

Pompeu Fabra
University, Spain

The International Mitigation Regime: setting the
standard of diligence in the Paris Agreement

Mr Michiel Hoornick

Geneva Graduate
Institute of International
and Development
Studies, Switzerland

The Mobilisation of Principles in the International
Law on Climate Change

Dr Mariela de Amstalden
(continuing visitor)

University of Exeter

Public International Law, Technology Law, Legal
History

Ms Carolin Hoppe

University of Minster,
Germany

Horizontal Cooperation in International Criminal
Law Possibilities and Limits of the Duty to Prose-
cute or Extradite under the Ljubljana-The Hague
Convention

Mr Quirin Bernhard

University of Augsburg,
Germany

The Human Right to Abortion — A Controversial
“New Right” at a Time of Human Rights Scepticism

Ms Carmen Bullon Caro

Universidade da
Coruna, Spain

Regulatory approaches to operationalize One
Health

Dr Xinyue Li (returning
visitor)

East China University
of Political Science and
Law

Multidisciplinary theories of international law,
quantum theories, international economic law,
economic-security: International Economic Law and
Quantum Theory: Quantising Geoeconomics

Prof Maria Cataleta
(continuing visitor)

LUMSA University,
Rome

Genocidal sexual violence

Mr Stefan McClean
(continuing visitor)

Bocconi University

The Function of Obligations erga onmes in
International Law

Ms Eleonore Chowdry

University of Tibingen,
Germany

Regarding the use of artificial intelligence in
the judiciary in application of the principle of
proportionality

Mr Stephen Donnelly

Essex Court Chambers

The rationale for the binding nature of unilateral acts
of State and their relationship to other sources of
international law

Mr Nathan Ehrenfreund
(continuing visitor)

University of Lausanne

Normative Hybridity in the Regulation of Global
Issues: from Coexistence to Coordination

Ms Andrea Farres

University of Barcelona

The principle of humanity in international
humanitarian law: Legal meaning, normative scope
and its application in selected rules

Ms Ester Ferriello

University of Naples
Federico ll, Italy

The Indispensable Third Party Principle before
International Courts and Tribunals

Mr Milosz Gapsa (returning
visitor)

Faculty of Faculty of
Law and Administration
+ODZ, Poland

"International Procedural Law / ‘Content of
Provisional Measures”
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...And a very warm welcome to the following researchers for the Michaelmas Term 2025

Institution Research Title
Mr Gracious Avayiwoe University of Hong Public International Law; International Dispute Set-
Kong tlement - ‘Unlocking the Merits of Inconsistency at

the International Court of Justice

Institution

Research Title

Dr Zvenyslava Opeida
(continuing visitor)

Ukraine

Addressing non-trade concerns in the WTO

Mrs Pooja Damodaran

Mykolas Romeris
University, Lithuania

Protection of digital data as an investment under
international investment law

Dr Mariela De Amstalden
(continuing visitor)

University of Exeter, UK

Temporality in International (Technology) Law:
Legal Histories of Uncrewed Future Flights

Mr Rod Ramsden
(Independent researcher)

Lex Mercatoria Law
& Finance Group
(Canada)

A Legal Model for the Establishment of a Global
Asset Freezing Database: A comparison of the
Ukrainian and Ontario Legal Systems in over-
coming issues of Sovereignty, jurisdiction, human
rights, data protection and enforcement

Prof Alison Duxbury
(returning visitor)

Melbourne Law School,
Australia

Application of Human Rights Law to Members of
Armed Forces (International Human Rights Law)

Prof Ulrich Schroeter

University of Basel,

The legality of secondary sanctions under public

Justice Ingvald Falch

Supreme Court of
Norway

State jurisdiction, Treaty law

(returning visitor) Switzerland international law
Mr Julian Simcock Independent Al-Powered Plain Language Search Interface for
(continuing visitor) Researcher UN Negotiations

Mr Markus Hennig

Bucerius Law School,
Germany

Economic Coercion and the Anti-Coercion
Instrument of the European Union

Ms Martha Slaymaker

University of Indiana,

Ocean Mining and Law of the Sea

Mr Julian Hettihewa

Higher Regional Court
of Cologne, Germany

Searching for Youth in the Principle of Distinction

Mr Joshua Kriesmann

Johannes Gutenberg
University Mainz

The Limits of the Principle of Full Reparation

(Snyder Scholar) USA

Dr Aloka Wanigasuriya University of Southern | Public International Law and International Criminal
Denmark Law

Ms Liyuan Yu Peking University Law Artificial Intelligence Risk-Based Governance:

Developing The International Legal Framework

Dr Xinyue Li (continuing
visitor)

East China University
of Political Science,
China

International Economic Law and Quantum Theory:
Quantising Geoeconomics

Dr Gemma Lligadas i
Gonzalez

Forschungszentrum
Center for Human
Rights Erlangen-
Nurnberg (FAU
CHREN); Friedrich-
Alexander-Universitat
Erlangen-Nurnberg

Theory of International Law, International Law and
Domestic Law, International Human Rights Law:
“Inter-judicial coordination and global crises: global
judicial trends in the balancing of global public
goods and their impact on the international legal
system

Dr Artemis Malliaropoulou

The Hague University
of Applied Sciences,
The Netherlands

Constitutional law and arbitration: “a tale of two
cities”? A comparative analysis of potential cross-
fertilisation between these two distinct and parallel
prima facie fields in England and Greece

Mr Paolo Mazzotti

Max Planck Institute
for Comparative Public
Law and International
Law, Germany

Non-Economic Values in EU Free Movement Law
and International Investment Law
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Centre Fellows

The Centre is fortunate to benefit from the experience and knowledge of 41 Centre Fellows, who

cover between them a wide range of research areas of international law.

Prof Harro van Asselt

Dr John Barker

Prof Lorand Bartels

Dr Tugba Basaran

Dr Orfeas Chasapis-Tassinis
Dr Jennifer Cobbe

Prof Marie-Claire Cordonier Segger
Dr Fabian Eichberger

Prof David Erdos

Prof Markus Gehring

Dr Matilda Gillis

Dr Joanna Gomula

Dr Thomas Grant

Prof Henning Grosse Ruse-Khan
Dr Lena Holzer

Dr Tor Krever

Ms Karen Lee

Dr Emilija Leinarte

Dr Fernando Lusa Bordin
Ms Maureen MacGlashan
Dr Giovanni Mantilla

Prof Campbell McLachlan
Dr Maayan Menashe

Dr Kate Miles

Dr Liana Minkova

Prof Sarah Nouwen

Dr Federica Paddeu

Dr Stephanie Palmer

Dr Darren Peterson

Dr Brendan Plant

Prof Surabhi Ranganathan
Prof Andrew Sanger

Dr Juliana Santos de Carvalho
Prof Jason Sharman

Prof Sandesh Sivakumaran
Dr Simon De Smet

Dr Stefan Theil

Dr Jamie Trinidad

Prof Jorge Vihuales

Prof Marc Weller

Dr Rumiana Yotova

Honorary Fellows

Prof Philip Allott FBA
Dr Ivan Berkowitz

Ms Finola O’Sullivan
HE President Hisashi Owada

Benefactors of the Centre

The support provided by the Centre’s benefactors is key in ensuring that the Centre is able to
continue to look towards the future and to ensure its activities work towards meeting Sir Eli’s vision
of the Centre becoming the base for the study of international law both in Cambridge and wider
afield. The Centre thanks the following for their generous support:

Principal Benefactors

Dr & Mrs Ivan Berkowitz

HM the King of Bahrain
Judge Charles N Brower
Cambridge University Press
Mrs W T Finley Jr
International Law Fund

The Government of Malaysia

Trinity College, Cambridge

Former Benefactors

Sir Elihu Lauterpacht CBE QC
Lady Catherine Lauterpacht
Lady Rachel Lauterpacht

Dr Earl Snyder

Mr Edward St George

Friends of the Centre

Mr Christopher Brandon

Mrs Gabriel Cox

Dr Joanna Gomula

Judge Sir Christopher Greenwood GBE CMG KC
Judge Sir Kenneth Keith ONZ KBE KC
Mr Conan Lauterpacht

Mr Michael Lauterpacht

Dr Andres Rigo Sureda

Prof Christoph Schreuer

Dr Anthony Sinclair

Sir Michael Wood KCMG KC

Judge Nassib G Ziadé

Former Friends of the Centre
Mr Michael Brandon
Prof James Crawford SC FBA

Centre Supporters
Mrs Anne H Addington

Mr & Mrs Hansard Mr Daniel J Plaine

Sir Frank Berman KCMG KC HE Judge Stephen M Schwebel

Mr & Mrs Lawrence & Kathleen Asher  Mr Michael Howlett Polish Embassy, London

Ms Lesley Dingle Prof Malcolm Shaw KC Ashursts (formerly Ashurst Morris Prof T Ikeshima Mr Paul Posner
Prof Elizabeth Wilmshurst CMG KC ,
Prof John I?ugard rore Crisp) Prof Makoto Kimura Dr Walter R Roberts
Mrs Julie Finley Sir Michael Wood KCMG _ _ .
o Prof & Mrs Nico Bar-Yaacov Ms Maureen MacGlashan Saints & Sinners Trust Ltd
Prof Christine Gray
Mrs R R Baxter Mr James Lawson Sasakawa Foundation

Sir Christopher Greenwood GBE CMG KC

HE President Dame Rosalyn Higgins GBE KC Justice Stephen Breyer Mr Monroe Leigh

Prof T Schoenbaum

British Petroleum Company Judge S M Schwebel

Prof Vaughan Lowe

Former Honorary Fellows Mr William F Charnley Mrs Marie Denett McGill Ms Linda Smith
Prof Sir Derek B t CBE QC FBA s Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer Prof Hirokazu Miyano Trowers & Hamlins
rot oir berex bowe Dr Earl Snyder . o _
Mr John J Finle M N
HE Judge James Crawford AC, SC FBA Mr Edward St George y r Saamir Nizam Prof T Ueki

Mr Stratis Georgilas Mr Gordon L Parker Jr Prof Marc Weller

Sir Elihu Lauterpacht CBE QC LLD Prof Hugh Thirlway
Lady Catherine Lauterpacht
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Supporting the Centre Lauterpacht Linked Partner Programme

The Lauterpacht Centre has three donation funds which are used to strengthen opportunities for The Lauterpacht Linked Partner Programme gives practitioners unique and exclusive access
scholars of international law from the UK and overseas and to cement the Centre as one of the to people, events and research associated with the Centre, in exchange for their financial and
leading international law centres in the world. The Centre is very grateful to its donors. proactive support to the Centre’s infrastructure and activities. Membership of the programme is

open to select law firms, barristers’ chambers, major companies with an interest in international
_ law and foreign ministries.
Donations to the Centre

) We thank our Lauterpacht Linked Partners for their continued support.
The Lauterpacht Centre for International Law warmly

welcomes donations to further develop and promote

its facilities for the study of international law. Lauterpacht Linked Partner Fellows

Donations are used to strengthen opportunities
for scholars of international law from the UK and
overseas, and to cement the Centre as one of the
leading international law centres in the world.

Hussein Haeri KC, Withers

Ms Sally Langrish, Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office

Dr Konrad Marciniak, Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Dr Carlos Jiménez Piernas, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and
Cooperation, Government of Spain

e 2 et (= Mr Tomohiro Mikanagi, Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs

, : Mr Jeffrey Wool, Aviation Working Group (AWG)
The Eli Lauterpacht Fund was launched by the Centre in

November 2017 in memory of Sir Eli to support the work of

Mr Can Yeginsu, 3VB
the Centre which he founded, directed and inspired.

With your support the Centre maintains its position as one
of the leading research centres for international law in the
world, consistent with Sir Eli’s vision.

The James Crawford Fund for teaching and research of
International Law

The Lauterpacht Centre for International Law established the James
Crawford Fund in 2022 to support the teaching and research of public
international law at Cambridge, to honour James Crawford’s memory, in
recognition of the long-standing and generous support that James gave
to the development of the Centre, its students and staff.

Donations to these funds can be made at: https://www.Icil.cam.ac.uk/donate
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u. Lauterpacht Life

The Centre welcomes many visitors each year. We hope you enjoy your time with us and look forward to seeing
you all again when your busy schedules allow. Coffee pot is always on at 11 am!

Congratulations to Dr Matilda Gillis
and her partner, Tim, who were
married in the chapel of Corpus
Christi College on 12 July 2025.
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Summer garden party June 2025
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