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    I came to Trinity College, Cambridge, 
as Harvard University’s Knox Fellow 
in October 1950. The then Whewell 
Professor of International Law, Eli’s 
father, Hersch, invited me to lunch and 
I then first met Eli, who had gone down 
to London the previous year. We hit 
it off and Hersch appointed Eli as my 
supervisor in his weekly visits. Eli became 
my closest friend from then until his 
death and I believe that I was his closest 
friend those 67 years.

Stephen Schwebel

I first met Eli in 1995, when I arrived in Cambridge as 
a student on the LL.M, and got to know him when in 
2000 I became a Fellow of the Centre and, from 2003 

until 2014, its Deputy Director. I have so many stories of 
Eli it is hard to know where to start. But, as ‘The Sound 

of Music’ tells us, the very beginning is a very good 
place, so I will start there. I recall at my first ever Friday 

lunchtime lecture enjoying a fabulous spread of chocolate 
eclairs, pains au chocolat, butter croissants, and nothing 
else. This is the life, I thought to myself. Sadly, however, 

Eli introduced the lecture by first thanking the sponsor 
‘for the palpably inadequate lunch’, after which it was 

shrivelled chipolatas, mini meat pies, and egg and cress 
sandwiches for the rest of the academic year. Spoil sport, 
I thought. Little did I appreciate at the time both his dry 

wit and his sweet tooth.

Roger O’Keefe 

“

”

”

“   

     I first met Eli when he taught me International 
Organisations in my LLB (Masters Course) at 
Cambridge. He was an inspirational teacher 
who was to become a generous and supportive 
friend. His warmth and manifest enthusiasm for 
international law were qualities that all of us who 
have known him have benefitted from. We remained 
in constant touch over the years and I never visited 
Cambridge without taking the opportunity to visit 
Herschel Road. He has touched all our lives.

Rosalyn Higgins

“   

”
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PROFESSOR SIR ELIHU LAUTERPACHT
13 July 1928–8 February 2017

Elihu Lauterpacht was born in Cricklewood, North London, the only 
child of Rachel (a pianist) and Hersch (then an assistant lecturer at the 
London School of Economics). In 1938, Hersch was elected Whewell 
Professor of International Law at the University of Cambridge, and 
the family moved to 6 Cranmer Road, opposite the two buildings that 
later became the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law.

In 1945, Eli followed his father to Trinity College, to read for a 
degree in first history and then law. He was awarded a Whewell 
Scholarship in 1950, and became a fellow of Trinity College in 1953. 
He was successively Lecturer and Reader in International Law 
in the University, being appointed an Honorary Professor of 
International Law in 1994.

The Lauterpacht Centre has organised this event to celebrate the life and work of Sir Elihu Lauterpacht 
CBE QC LLD, Honorary Professor Emeritus of International Law at the University of Cambridge, 
Fellow of Trinity College, and founder and Honorary Fellow of the Lauterpacht Centre for 
International Law, who died on 8 February 2017. The Symposium brings together Sir Eli’s former 
colleagues, students and friends to remember his influence on the law and their lives, and Fellows from 
the Lauterpacht Centre to discuss how his vision for a thriving research centre for international law in 
Cambridge is still very much alive.

Left, top to bottom: Eli with his parents Hersch and Rachel, outside their 
house in Cricklewood, 1933; Eli and Hersch in Brighton, 1954; Eli and Hersch 
in Gonville and Caius college. Above:  the Lauterpacht family outside the 
Gate of Honour, Gonville and Caius College.
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He was ad hoc judge in the Bosnia case before 
the International Court of Justice, an arbitrator in 
NAFTA, ICSID and other arbitrations, the President 
of the East African Market Tribunal, and a member 
of the Panel of the UN Compensation Commission, 
the World Bank and Asian Development Bank 
Administrative Tribunals and of the Eritrea–
Ethiopia Boundary Commission.

Sir Eli had a distinguished career in international law, 
combining teaching, research and practice on a broad 
scale. He was called to the Bar in 1950, became a QC 
in 1970, and a bencher of Gray’s Inn in 1983. As a 
member of 20 Essex Court for more than 50 years, he 
practiced extensively before the International Court 
of Justice and other international jurisdictions, as well 
as before the English courts.  Sir Eli’s appearances 
before the International Court of Justice include the 
Nottebohm case, the North Sea Continental Shelf cases, 
the Constitution of the Maritime Safety Committee 
advisory opinion, the Barcelona Traction case, the 
Nuclear Tests cases, the Qatar-Bahrain case, the Sipadan 
and Ligitan case and the Timor Leste–Australia case.

Top left: taking silk in 1970, with his first wife Judith and 
his three eldest children. Centre: in Tehran during the 
Consortium negotiations in 1954. Bottom: with his second 
wife Catherine during the Timor Leste–Australia case in 2014.
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Sir Eli has left a permanent mark on international law 
through his work as author, editor and innovator. In 
1956 he started the British Practice in International 
Law, the forerunner of similar publications in a number 
of other countries, from which there subsequently 
evolved the United Kingdom Materials on International 
Law. He became editor of the International Law 
Reports in 1960, and inaugurated the Iran-United 
States Claims Tribunal Reports in 1983 and the 
ICSID Reports in 1993. He has lectured at the Hague 
Academy of International Law and was a member of 
the Institut de Droit International. He was knighted in 
1998. He received the Manley O Hudson Award from 
the American Society of International Law in 2005, and 
the Hague Prize for International Law in 2013.

Sir Eli’s professional activity generated a huge mass of learned 
opinions and drafts. His published academic works include 
Jerusalem and the Holy Places (1968), The Development of the Law of 
International Organizations by the Decisions of International Tribunals 
(1976) and Aspects of the Administration of International Justice 
(1991), as well as numerous articles. He systematically arranged and 
edited International Law: the Collected Papers of Hersch Lauterpacht, 
the fifth and final volume of which was published in 2004. In 2010 
his biography of his father’s life, The Life of Hersch Lauterpacht, was 
published by Cambridge University Press.

Perhaps his most significant innovation, at least to us, is the Research 
Centre for International Law, which he founded in 1983. In 1996 
the University of Cambridge renamed the Centre the Lauterpacht 
Research Centre for International Law in honour of both Sir Hersch 
and Sir Elihu Lauterpacht to mark their distinguished contribution 
to international law at Cambridge, and beyond. Thanks to Sir Eli’s 
leadership and personal generosity, and his ability to persuade many 
other generous benefactors of his vision, the Centre has developed 
from its relatively humble beginnings in Sir Eli’s private study into 
one of the world’s principal centres for the study of international law. 

Top: Sir Eli with LCIL Fellow Karen Lee, a co-editor on the International Law 
Reports. Left: inspecting the newly-published Life of Hersch Lauterpacht 
with Squire Law Librarian Lesley Dingle. Below left: with Centre Fellows 
Andrew Sanger and Rumiana Yotova at the Cambridge Journal of 
International Law conference in 2012. Bottom: speaking with Interim LCIL 
Director Charlotte Ku in the kitchen of 5 Cranmer Rd.

Following his retirement from teaching, Sir Eli 
continued to be a familiar face around the Centre, as 
founder, Emeritus Director, member of the Committee 
of Management and Honorary Fellow. He regularly 
attended lectures and events, including the annual 
Christmas Dinner which made him famous for his 
jokes, and spoke to fellows and visiting fellows about 
their research. He will be missed deeply by everyone 
at the Centre, not only as a giant of international legal 
scholarship and practice, but also as a mentor and friend.
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      If work went unbroken for many hours, 
the—now legendary—joke file would often 
make an appearance, accompanied by a 
smile from Eli and an occasional eye-roll 
from Cathy.  Whether it was the one about 
the monkey, the colonel or the lollipop, he 
relished any opportunity to tell a joke—
sometimes the same one repeatedly—and 
did so with an infectious and unrivalled 
delight.  He remains the only advocate 
to elicit laughter from every judge of a 
fifteen-strong panel during oral arguments 
at the International Court of Justice.

Andrew Sanger ”

“   

     Eli taught me on the LLM at Cambridge in 1982, 
and a couple of years later hired me as the first 
Research Fellow at the (Lauterpacht) Research 

Centre for International Law. Over the next three 
decades we worked together on many academic 
projects and cases. He was my teacher, mentor, 

colleague and friend.

Philippe Sands

     I first met Eli in the early 1980s when I studied for 
a masters degree at Cambridge on which he taught.  

Subsequently I was lucky as he became one of the 
supervisors of my PhD.  He never failed to give me 

solid and sound advice, even though I think he was a 
bit wary of some of my theoretical pretensions.

Iain Scobbie

“

”

”
“

     One of Sir Eli’s passions in recent years was to 
retrace the life and work of his father, which resulted 
in a captivating biography, The Life of Sir Hersch 
Lauterpacht. While working on the book Sir Eli asked 
me to translate from Polish several documents and 
correspondence. I treasure the memories of our 
conversations and, especially, of the image of Sir 
Eli reflecting on the Polish inscription on the back 
of a childhood photograph; even with the passage 
of years, he remained at heart an eternally youthful 
boy, full of love and devotion for his parents.

Joanna Gomula

“   

”
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SIR ELI LAUTERPACHT LECTURE

Lecture summary: This lecture will return to, and provide a holistic appreciation, of the Caroline correspondence, 
which lasted between January 1838 and August 1842. Setting the full set of exchanges between the United States 
and United Kingdom in their proper political and social context, the lecture will concentrate on the meaning and 
function of the principles of necessity and proportionality as developed for the framework governing the exercise 
of the right of self-defence in international law. After providing this ‘reading’ of the correspondence, the lecture 
will then offer a critical account—or ‘rereading’—of the correspondence from the perspective of the relevant 
jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice, interrogating the state and nature of the relationship between 
the Caroline principles and the law on self-defence as set down in the Charter of the United Nations.

Dino Kritsiotis is Professor of Public International Law at the University of Nottingham, where 
he is Head of the International Humanitarian Law Unit of the Human Rights Law Centre. He 
specializes in the legal regulation of force, international humanitarian law as well as the history 
and theory of public international law, and he is widely published in these fields. Professor 
Kritsiotis has taught at the Universities of Michigan, Auckland, New South Wales, Melbourne 
and Hong Kong, and he is a regular faculty member of the Masters Program in Human Rights at 

the University of Oxford. He is also a founding convenor of the Annual Junior Faculty Forum for International Law, 
which is now in its seventh year. Most recently, he is co-editor, with his Nottingham colleague, Michael J. Bowman, 
of Conceptual and Contextual Perspectives on the Modern Law of Treaties (Cambridge University Press, 2017).

A return to the Caroline Correspondence, 1838–1842
Professor Dino Kritsiotis, University of Nottingham
1:30pm, LG18, Faculty of Law

The Destruction of the Caroline Steamboat by Fire, by George Tattersall, (c. 1837) public domain via Wikimedia Commons. 

This is the inaugural Sir Eli Lauterpacht Lecture. In future years, the Sir Eli Lauterpacht lecture will be 
the opening lecture of the Friday lunch-time lecture series.
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PROGRAMME
OPENING13:00

BREAK

PANEL I: SIR ELI’S WORK15:00

14:30

INAUGURAL SIR ELI LAUTERPACHT LECTURE13:30

A return to the Caroline Correspondence, 1838–1842
Professor Dino Kritsiotis
University of Nottingham

Professor Richard Fentiman
Chair, Faculty of Law, University of Cambridge

Professor Eyal Benvenisti
Whewell Professor of International Law, University of 
Cambridge & Director, Lauterpacht Centre

Dame Rosalyn Higgins
Former President, International Court of Justice

Professor Roger O’Keefe (moderator)
University College London

Judge Stephen M. Schwebel
World Bank Administrative Tribunal; Former President, 
International Court of Justice

Professor Iain Scobbie
Manchester International Law Centre, University of Manchester
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Mrs Lesley Dingle (moderator)
Squire Law Library, University of Cambridge

Judge James Crawford AC
International Court of Justice

Ms Emanuela-Chiara Gillard
Institute for Ethics, Law and Armed Conflict, University of 
Oxford & European University Institute, Fiesole

Professor Philippe Sands QC
University College London & Matrix Chambers

Dr Andrew Sanger
Volterra Fietta Junior Research Lecturer at Newnham College and 
the Lauterpacht Centre, University of Cambridge

Professor Robert Gustavo Volterra
Volterra Fietta & University College London

19:00 DINNER, SELWYN COLLEGE (by invitation only)

PANEL II: SIR ELI AND THE LAUTERPACHT CENTRE17:00

Judge Christopher Greenwood CMG QC
International Court of Justice; Joint Editor, ILR; Honorary Fellow 
of the Lauterpacht Centre and of Magdalene College, Cambridge

Ms Penelope Nevill
20 Essex Street & King’s College London

BREAK16:30
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The Lauterpacht Centre aims to advance scholarship in international law at the highest level through 
research, documentation, dialogue and publication, and supports efforts to strengthen the international 
rule of law. The Centre is inspired by the Lauterpachtian vision of placing human beings at the centre of 
international legal development and offers a home for those wishing to work and collaborate towards that 
end in Cambridge and elsewhere.

THE LAUTERPACHT CENTRE

The Research Centre for International Law was founded in 1983 by Professor Sir Elihu Lauterpacht CBE QC. 
A leading figure in the legal community in Cambridge and worldwide, Sir Eli understood that, although the 
University of Cambridge had long been the leading university for international law, it lacked an institution 
that could provide a home for international legal teaching and scholarship. Initially the centre existed only 
in his study in Herschel Road but the combination of his persuasiveness and personal generosity built it up 
within a few years into the principal focus for international legal scholarship in the United Kingdom. 

Under his leadership as its first Director, it 
pioneered a number of major research projects, 
held the annual Lauterpacht Lectures and a 
series of weekly talks at which students rubbed 
shoulders with judges, leading members of the 
Bar and professoriat and people from a wide 
variety of walks of life who had an interest in 
international law. The Centre provided a home 
for the International Law Reports (ILR), which 
Sir Eli had edited (since the death of Sir Hersch 
Lauterpacht in 1960) with Sir Christopher 
Greenwood and Karen Lee. Sir Eli also set up a 
publishing house, Grotius Press (later acquired 
by Cambridge University Press) which published 
the ILR, the Lauterpacht Lectures and a major 
series of monographs on international law.
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Opposite page with Judge Greenwood and 
former LCIL Director Marc Weller at the Hersch 
Lauterpacht Memorial Lectures in 2015. 
Top left: Former LCIL Director James Crawford 
with Sir Eli in the gardens at No. 5. Bottom left: 
with students and researchers in Sir Eli’s study 
in Herschel Road. Below: Sir Eli in his study 
at home with Michelle Bradfield, then his 
research assistant.
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Above: The official opening of the Centre 
by the Chancellor of the University of 
Cambridge, the Duke of Edinburgh, 12 
June 1986. Below: the ground-breaking 
ceremony for the new wing at no. 5 Cranmer 
Road, which now houses the Finley Library 
and Snyder Study Room.

In 1985, the Centre moved to its current premises at 5 Cranmer 
Road, a fine Victorian family house with a large garden. The 
house was purchased with the generous financial support 
of the Lauterpacht family, Dr Earl Snyder and Mr Edward St 

George. A new wing was added to no. 5 in 1996 which houses 
the Finley Library and the Snyder Study Room above.
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On 11–12 July 2008 the Centre hosted celebrations to 
celebrate its 25th Anniversary, which also coincided with 
Sir Eli’s 80th birthday. The celebrations included a seminar 
named for Hersch Lauterpacht’s seminal work, ‘The Function 
of Law in the International Community’, an anniversary 
dinner at Trinity College and a barbecue at the Centre. 

In 2010, the Centre was host to the European Society for 
International Law’s biennial conference. On the theme 
‘International Law 1989–2010: A Performance Appraisal’, the 
conference was an outstanding success, bringing over 350 
scholars to Cambridge.

In June 2002 the Centre acquired the adjoining 
premises, no. 7 Cranmer Rd. Formerly a hostel 
for research students from Trinity College, no. 7 
was managed by the Centre’s housekeeper and 
de facto caretaker, Rene and Paddy Stronge. With 
their retirement, the house came on the market, 
and Sir Elihu Lauterpacht – with customary vision 
and energy – arranged for its purchase for the 
purposes of the Centre. This was only possible 
due to the great financial support of the King of 
Bahrain, the Malaysian government, and of Trinity 
College which made a substantial donation 
towards the cost of purchase.

In 1996 the University of Cambridge renamed 
the Centre the Lauterpacht Research Centre for 
International Law in honour of both Sir Hersch and 
Sir Elihu Lauterpacht to mark their distinguished 
contribution to international law at Cambridge. 

Left: the sign outside no. 5 Cranmer Road. Below: The opening 
of Bahrain House in 2002. Centre left: former Director James 
Crawford makes a presentation to Sir Eli on his 80th birthday 
in 2008. Bottom: photos from the ESIL conference in 2010; left: 
Sir Eli with Finola O’Sullivan of Cambridge University Press; 
right: Lauterpacht Centre staff outside the Faculty of Law.
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The Eli Lauterpacht Fund has been set up in memory of Sir Eli to support 
the work of the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law which he 
founded, directed and inspired. We hope you will join us in remembering 
this extraordinary international lawyer and friend by donating to the 
Fund. During this current fund-raising drive, the Centre’s ambition is to 
raise £750,000.

The Fund will be used to strengthen the Centre generally and specifically 
for three new initiatives that will make the Centre an even more vibrant 
place for research in international law, cementing its position as one of 
the field’s leading research centres in the world.

THE ELI LAUTERPACHT FUND

The LCIL – Cambridge International Lawyers Archive

In 2006, Sir Eli wrote: 

In collaboration with Cambridge University Library, LCIL is working to create an archive for the papers  
of international lawyers with a strong connection to Cambridge, thereby attracting scholars from across  
the world who are interested in the history of international law. Cambridge University Library offers  
world-class archival facilities. LCIL needs £250,000 for the cataloguing of the papers it has already  
received or been promised. In addition to Sir Eli’s, these presently include those of Clive Parry,  
Derek Bowett and Robert Jennings.

   The establishment of an archive has long been on the 
list of things that I have had in mind for the Centre … I 
have a 55-year accumulation of documents … which I 
would like to see placed in such an archive. … I would 
be very happy to hand it over for safe-keeping and 
ultimate use by researchers.”

“

Sir Eli loved welcoming scholars from across the world to the Centre. 
An Eli Lauterpacht Visiting Fellowship would allow LCIL to invite each 
year a scholar or a practitioner in international law whose work is 
relevant to LCIL Fellows to spend at least a month at the Centre and 
join in research collaborations. The cost for a term-long visit is around 
£10,000. £250,000 will endow one such fellowship.

Eli Lauterpacht Visiting Fellowships
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Eli Lauterpacht Events Fund

Strengthening the Centre as a vibrant focal point for 
research in international law, the Eli Lauterpacht Events 
Fund will enable LCIL to convene seminars on a wide range 
of topics, welcoming leading scholars and practitioners 
from diverse backgrounds and regions. The Centre already 
has great facilities; this fund will be used for covering 
the accompanying costs of travel, accommodation and 
hospitality – a characteristic that Sir Eli himself is so well 
remembered for. The Centre hopes to raise £250,000 for 
the Events Fund.

Contributing to the Fund

•	 By Credit/debit card 
Please visit https://www.philanthropy.cam.ac.uk/give-to-cambridge/eli-lauterpacht-fund;

•	 By cheque  
Please make cheques payable to the University of Cambridge, and send to  
Mrs Anita Rutherford, 5 Cranmer Road, Cambridge CB3 9BL, UK;

•	 By bank transfer  
University of Cambridge, Barclays Bank plc, St Andrews Street, Cambridge, CB2 3AA,  
account number 10921084, sort code 201719, SWIFT BARC-GB-22, IBAN GB96 BARC 2017 1910 9210 84. 
Please include ‘LCIL’ in the reference and email remittance to admin@lcil.cam.ac.uk.

How to contribute to the Fund

The Centre welcomes gifts to the Eli Lauterpacht Fund either for 
the Centre’s general use in developing facilities and promoting the 
study of international law, or earmarked for any of the initiatives 
mentioned above.  

The support received helps the Centre maintain its position as 
one of the leading research centres for international law in the 
world, consistent with Sir Eli’s vision, and ensure that the Centre 
is well placed to contribute to the development of the study of 
international law.

The Centre’s Director, Eyal Benvenisti, would be pleased to discuss 
donations, either for the initiatives outlined above or for others, as 
well as recognition and naming opportunities.

Email:  eb653@cam.ac.uk;   telephone:  +44 (0)1223 335358.



We are deeply grateful to the Lauterpacht family for their assistance in planning this event.

We would also like to thank everyone who has shared their photos and memories of Sir Eli with us, including  Ms 
Gabriel Cox, Ms Emanuela-Chiara Gillard, Dr Andrew Sanger, and Judge Stephen Schwebel. 

There will be a display of additional photographs in the Atrium, which may be viewed during the coffee breaks.

Tributes and obituaries are being collected online:  
http://www.lcil.cam.ac.uk/about_the_centre/professor-sir-elihu-lauterpacht-1928-2017-tributes-and-obituaries

If you would like to share additional photographs or obituaries with us, for our own archives, please contact the 
Lauterpacht Centre’s Communications Co-ordinator Christina Rozeik (cryr2@cam.ac.uk).

Below: the official opening of the Lauterpacht Centre at 5 Cranmer Road, 12 June 1986. Left to right: Mr Edward St 
George, Lady Catherine Lauterpacht, Sir Elihu Lauterpacht, Professor Derek Bowett.

Lauterpacht Centre for International Law
5 Cranmer Road, Cambridge, CB3 9BL, UK
Tel: 01223 335358         Fax: 01223 761855 

www.lcil.cam.ac.uk www.facebook.com/LCILCam @Lauterpacht_Ctr

mailto:cryr2%40cam.ac.uk?subject=

